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Former South Vietnam President Nguyen Van Thieu on Kissinger's memoirs and the
Vietnam war

SPIEGEL: Mr Thieu, for five years, from 1968 to 1973, the United States tried to
negotiate peace for Vietnam. America's chief negotiator, Henry Kissinger, describes at length
in his memoirs how you, as President of South Vietnam, undermined his efforts to bring peace
in a war that had lasted for many years, cost millions of lives and, in his words, seemed
destined to “’break America's heart’’. Why were you obstructive?

THIEU: That is complete nonsense. If | had been obstructive, there would have been
no peace settlement in 1973 although, as everyone knows, it was not a good peace, witness
the consequences in Vietnam. Kissinger represented the policy and interests of the American
Government. |, as President of Vietnam, had the task of defending my country's vital national
interests.

I frequently pointed out to President Nixon and Dr Kissinger that abandoning a few
unimportant positions in a little country like Vietnam might not mean very much to a great
power like the United States. But for us, it was a matter of life and death for the entire nation.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger does not deny that you eventually agreed to the peace settlement.
But he does say that the main reason it took so long was that you were so obstructive and the
real reason you never challenged America's proposals was that you calculated that all of them
would be rejected by Hanoi.

THIEU: That is not true. It takes more than just two or three days, or two or three
months, to end a war that has been going on for almost 30 years. | realise that this war, in
which the United States had come to our aid, was the longest in its history. Perhaps that is
why the Americans were in such a hurry. We, however, needed a lasting peace.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger suggests that you did not really want a peace settlement and that
you hoped the North Vietnamese would be as stubborn as you were. Thus, he claims that you
agreed to many American proposals but never intended to abide by them because, in any case,
you did not believe an agreement would be reached. Did you bluff during the negotiations, in
the hope that you would never have to put your cards on the table ?

THIEU: No. A nation that had suffered so much over more than 30 years cannot be
accused of seeking to protract the war. Kissinger wanted to move quickly so that US troops
could be withdrawn and American prisoners of war released. And perhaps the US
Government also intended to get out in a hurry, to “’cut and run’’.

They could get out. We had to stay in South Vietnam.

We had every right to demand a comprehensive peace settlement. Not just two or three
years of peace and then another 30 years of war.

SPIEGEL: So why did you anticipate the Americans, as Kissinger reports, by
proposing the withdrawal of US troops yourself, at the meeting on Midway in the Pacific in
June 1969 ?

THIEU: Even before the meeting on Midway, it was no secret that the US
Government intended to withdraw its troops. May | remind you that news of the plan to



withdraw some US troops had been reported worldwide before the Midway meeting ? Why ?
| suppose the US Government wanted to fly a kite, leak the story to the press and present us
with a fait accompli.

SPIEGEL.: So you were already in the picture ?

THIEU: Yes. The Midway meeting served two purposes. It gave the two new
presidents an opportunity to get to know each other and discuss Vietnam. The second clearly
defined item on the agenda was the first withdrawal of American troops. | was under no
illusions and | had a clear grasp of the situation. There was nothing to worry about and | felt
very confident.

SPIEGEL: When you proposed the troop withdrawal, did you really think you could
conduct and eventually win the war on your own a war that more than 540.000 American
troops and the mighty US military machine had been unable to win ? That is hard to believe.

THIEU: No, | did not in fact propose it. | merely acquiesced. | agreed to the first
withdrawal of American troops because President Nixon told me he had domestic problems
and the withdrawal would be purely symbolic. He had to have public opinion and Congress
behind him. But | also told him that he must make sure Hanoi did not see the first troop
withdrawal as a sign of US weakness.

SPIEGEL.: And you didn't think it was the beginning of a complete withdrawal ?

THIEU: No. | could imagine that it might be the first step in a move to reduce troops. |
could never imagine that America would leave altogether and abandon South Vietnam. |
suggested to President Nixon that the reduction should be made gradually, as and when the
strike power and consolidation of the South Vietnamese army permitted depending on the
military and economic aid that would enable Vietnam to stand on its own feet.

Even more important, | suggested that he might invite Hanoi to make a similar gesture
in return. The Americans entirely agreed with me about gradual and mutual...

SPIEGEL.: ... and symbolic withdrawal?

THIEU: | realised that the Vietnam war was also causing a domestic problem in the
US. And President Nixon told me he needed a symbolic gesture to solve it.

When | was in Seoul and Taiwan the week before, | told President Park Chung Hee
and President Chiang Kai-shek that | hoped the troop reduction | was to discuss with
President Nixon in our talks on Midway would be purely symbolic. But I did point out that we
could not prevent the US from withdrawing altogether if it wanted to. So it would make much
more sense to ask them to withdraw gradually and at the same time provide aid to enable us to
build up a strong, modern South Vietnamese army to replace the Americans. | never supposed
that US troops would stay in Vietnam for ever.

SPIEGEL: American troops stayed in South Korea and West Germany.

THIEU: But we are a very proud people. We told them we needed aid and weapons
but we had plenty of blood in our veins and plenty of men.

SPIEGEL: How would you describe your situation at that time ? Only a few months
earlier, the US Defense Secretary, Melvin Laird, had coined a new term: ‘’Vietnamisation’’.
The Americans had previously spoken of ’de-Americanising’’ the war. Didn't this new term
alone make it clear that America intended to withdraw quite quickly?

THIEU: When Mr Nixon came to Saigon in July 1969, he repeated that he had to have
the American public behind him. | understood his position. But he never explained that
withdrawal meant reductions on a systematic timetable and at America’s initiative. He spoke
only of his domestic difficulties in the United States and asked me to help him. He said:
“Help us to help you.”” I replied: “’I will help you to help us.”” At that meeting we again
spoke of gradual withdrawal.

SPIEGEL: But not a definite timetable ?



THIEU: No. And Mr Nixon again promised that any withdrawal would be matched by
similar measures on the part of North Vietnam, would be consistent with South Vietnam's
defence capability and would be accompanied by further military and economic aid to South
Vietnam.

SPIEGEL: Did you realise at the time that America had already decided on unilateral
withdrawal if necessary?

THIEU: Yes, | suspected it. But at that time | was still very confident and trusted our
great ally.

SPIEGEL: Perhaps you were right to do so. It is fairly clear from Kissinger's book that
the Nixon administration could not simply “’walk away from an operation involving two
administrations, five allied countries and thirty-one thousand dead as if we were switching a
television channel’’.

The Americans clearly wanted a way out of Vietnam by negotiation. They did not
want to withdraw unilaterally unless they had to. Did you make any demands in regard to the
negotiations between Washington and Hanoi ?

THIEU: We had had enough of the war and were determined to end it by negotiation.
We demanded that the forces that had invaded our country must withdraw, that was all.

SPIEGEL: You have complained that South Vietnam's collapse in 1975 was
attributable mainly to the fact that North Vietnamese troops were allowed to remain in the
South even after the Paris Peace Agreement had been signed. You claim that you tolerated
their presence only while the agreement was being negotiated and that they ought to have
withdrawn once the negotiations were concluded.

But Kissinger claims in his book that you were well aware that the North Vietnamese
would remain in the South and that you raised no objections to the American proposals on the
subject until October 1972.

THIEU: It is a most unmannerly lie on Kissinger's part to say that | agreed to North
Vietnamese troops remaining in the South. If | had agreed from the beginning, as Kissinger
claims, | would not have objected so strongly when he showed me the draft agreement, which
contained nothing about the withdrawal of North Vietnamese troops.

That was the most important point | was fighting for, throughout the peace
negotiations. Right to the very end, | asked Kissinger to demand that Hanoi withdraw its
troops and explained to him that there would be no agreement unless it did so.

After days of heated discussion, Kissinger finally confessed to me: “’Mr President, it
cannot be done. If it could be done, | would have done it. The question was raised three years
ago but Russia would not have it.”” Then | realised that the American Government had
yielded to Russian demands and that was my greatest disappointment.

SPIEGEL: Perhaps the Russians had no alternative, since the North Vietnamese
refused to regard South Vietnam as a foreign country and for a time even denied that it had
any regular troops in the country.

THIEU: We were at war for more than 20 years and we learned never to believe what
Russia and North Vietnam said. North Vietnam had troops in Laos and Cambodia and South
Vietnam, and | thought even a blind man could have seen that. To end the war, we had to look
at the facts and not listen to what the enemy was saying.

SPIEGEL.: Did you put these points to Kissinger ?

THIEU: Certainly, and also to General Haig. I asked him: ‘’General Haig, you are a
general and I am a general. Do you know of any peace treaty in history that allowed enemy
forces to remain in the country they had invaded ?”’ I asked him: ’Would you let Russian
troops remain in the United States and say you had reached a peace settlement with Russia ?”’

SPIEGEL: What did he say?

THIEU: He didn't say anything. How could he it was so absurd. What could he say ?



SPIEGEL.: Kissinger gives an answer in his book. He says the North Vietnamese could
not very well be made to withdraw their troops, as Hanoi would not yield at the conference
table what it had not been forced to give up on the battlefield. But he adds that the Paris
Agreement contained a clause prohibiting further infiltration and concludes that: “’this would
cause the North Vietnamese forces in the South to atrophy owing to natural attrition.”’

THIEU: When it comes to negotiating with Communists, it seems to me that the US
Government and Dr Kissinger, in particular, have learned absolutely nothing from France's
unhappy experiences with the Communists in 1954 or from the Korean War. They have
learned nothing from the negotiations on Laos and Cambodia. They do not know how to deal
with Communists or how to interpret their strategy and tactics.

So we come back to the problem of how Dr Kissinger, who represented a great nation
and boasted that he was its best negotiator, could think that North Vietnamese troops would
not infiltrate South Vietnam. How could he think that ?

Could he keep a watch on every border post on the frontiers between Cambodia and
Laos and South Vietnam ? Even if we had had a million international guards, we could never
have proved that there was no infiltration. How could he believe what the North Vietnamese
said. He might believe the Communists but we couldn't. That was why | persisted in
demanding that the North Vietnamese withdraw. If they really wanted peace, why did they
want to stay ?

SPIEGEL: What did Kissinger say to that ?

THIEU: What could he say ? What he and the American Government actually wanted
was to withdraw as quickly as possible and secure the release of the American prisoners. They
told us they wanted an honourable solution, but they really wanted to be shot of the whole
thing and to get out as fast as they could without being blamed by the Vietnamese and all the
rest of the world for leaving us in the lurch. That was their problem.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger writes that shortly after the North Vietnamese Spring Offensive
in 1972, the roles seemed to be reversed. The North Vietnamese suddenly wanted to resume
negotiations, while South Vietnam wanted to fight on until victory was won.

THIEU: Absolute nonsense! What does Dr Kissinger understand by victory ? North
Vietnam had made war on South Vietnam. We wanted it to withdraw. Is that victory ? | never
demanded that the North Vietnamese be regarded as prisoners of war in South Vietnam. |
never demanded that North Vietnam pay reparations for war damage. | never demanded that
North Vietnam make territorial concessions. | never demanded seats in the government in
Hanoi. So what does Kissinger understand by victory and total victory ?

SPIEGEL: On the issue of North Vietnamese withdrawal, 31 May 1971 is an
important date. According to Kissinger, it was at that point in their secret talks that the
Americans gave up the demand for mutual withdrawal. Dr Kissinger states at least three times
in his book that you had been informed of this in advance and that you had agreed.

THIEU: I never agreed to unilateral withdrawal. After the Midway meeting, | always
demanded gradual and mutual withdrawal. The US changed its position and employed its
usual tactics in an attempt to force us to acquisce holding the sword of Damocles over my
head, citing public opinion in the US with remarks such as: “>You have a very bad image in
the US now!”” Or: “’Congress will cut off aid.”” And so on. They used the same old tactics,
leaking stories to the press and presenting me with a fait accompli.

If I refused, public opinion would turn against me: ‘’He is demanding too much, he
will never let the US withdraw, he will never let the American prisoners return home.”” So |
always had to give in. Not willingly but unwillingly. How could I resist, when they constantly
said: “”Your aid will be cut if you don't go along.”’

SPIEGEL: Kissinger says that you were always consulted in advance about every
American decision, of whatever kind.



THIEU: Yes, they consulted me, but they certainly didn't want to hear me say ‘’no’’
when the decisions in question served American interests. In most cases, however, pressure
got them almost everything they wanted.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger is now bitterly critical of the 1971 Laos offensive. He says you
thought a dry-season offensive was imperative. So whose idea was it, originally ?

THIEU: Theirs. We had wanted to mount such an offensive once, long before, but we
could not do it alone. Now that the Americans proposed it, we gladly agreed in order to end
the war more quickly. It was a joint Vietnamese-American operation, with very clearly
defined roles: South Vietnamese troops were to conduct the operation in Laos and US troops
were to get supplies out of Vietnam and from the border to the theatre of operations.

SPIEGEL: Why ? Because the US Congress had expressly forbidden American troops
to enter Laotian territory.

THIEU: So | believe. But also because we had not the means to get supplies to our
troops and, most important, to fly out our wounded. That could only be done by helicopter
and the Americans were the only ones with enough helicopters. Without them, we would
never have agreed to conduct the operation in Laos.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger says your troops had problems in presenting requests for air
support because Vietnamese units had practically no trained ground controllers who could
speak English.

THIEU: There were absolutely no problems with air support. It did not worry us if we
occasionally had no air support, we had our artillery. The problem was that the Americans lost
a great many helicopter pilots in the first three days of the operation. They were consequently
reluctant to continue taking off on schedule and in the necessary numbers. That became a
great problem for the South Vietnamese troops.

SPIEGEL.: Did morale break down ?

THIEU: We could not fly our dead and wounded out. That affected not only morale
but also the conduct of the operation.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger suggests a different reason why the operation failed. He says you
had ordered your commanders to be careful in moving west and to stop the operation
altogether as soon as they had suffered 3.000 casualties. Kissinger claims that the Americans
would never have approved the plan had such a restriction been communicated to them.

THIEU: To a military man, the idea of setting a limit on casualties in advance is
absurd. Dr Kissinger is being very imaginative when he says that. We could only move west
as far as the evacuation helicopters could fly. Kissinger claims that we withdrew our troops
without informing the Americans. How could we have withdrawn more than 10.000 men
without the Americans noticing ?

SPIEGEL: So you did inform them ?

THIEU: Oh yes. And let me tell you a story. A picture of a South Vietnamese soldier
clinging to the landing gear of a helicopter was published in Time or Newsweek at the time,
with the caption “’rabbit’’. | just smiled. | found it appalling. One isolated soldier cannot be
prevented from doing something like that. But the press was branding South Vietnamese
troops as rabbits and at the same time completely suppressing the truth about the American
helicopter pilots' lack of fighting spirit in this operation.

SPIEGEL: One serious bone of contention between the Americans and the South
Vietnamese was the cease-fire. According to Kissinger, the US Government had decided as
early as summer 1970 to propose a cease-fire on the existing front lines. Kissinger claims that
you not only agreed but approved it.

THIEU: That is true. | also took the view that a cease-fire was an essential first step
towards fulfilling the obligations of a peace agreement. But, on the question of an immediate
and | repeat: immediate cease-fire, | never agreed with Kissinger. | said that we must consider



it very carefully. A cease-fire could not be declared until there had been some careful thought
about who was to monitor it, what was to happen in the event of a violation, where the troops
were to be stationed, and so on.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger writes: “’We still thought we were operating in tandem with
Thieu.”” The Americans did not grasp that you were applying to them the “’elusive tactics
Vietnamese reserve for foreigners’’.

THIEU: It never occurred to us that a small country like ours which owed almost
everything to a great ally and which was still asking for long-term aid could play any tricks.

SPIEGEL: But you must have thought the war was finally lost when the Americans
withdrew and the North Vietnamese were allowed to keep their troops in South Vietham ?

THIEU: Not necessarily, if we had only continued to receive enough aid from the
United States, as the US Government had promised when we signed the agreement. Even as
we signed the agreement, | thought it was a dréle de paix a phoney peace.

But we still believed we could resist any North Vietnamese aggression, should they
violate the terms of the peace settlement. We had two grounds for this belief: first, we had a
written assurance from President Nixon, that the USA would respond with full force should
the settlement be violated.

SPIEGEL.: Although he never said how.

THIEU: Second, we were to receive adequate military and economic aid for as long as
we needed it to resist North Vietnamese aggression. Had the US Government kept that
promise, the war might still be going on but the North Vietnamese would not have overrun
South Vietnam.

SPIEGEL: You and Kissinger are more or less agreed on this point. He writes that the
whole strategy might have succeeded if the Americans had been in a position to act on every
violation of the peace settlement by the North Vietnamese and to continue to provide South
Vietnam with enough aid. What went wrong ? Kissinger blames Watergate and the erosion of
executive authority. Do you think Watergate was really responsible for the debacle ?

THIEU: | am sorry, but I am not an American. It is not my business to clean up their
front yard. But if they had kept their promise, that would have been the best deterrent against
further aggression on the part of the North Vietnamese and might have ended the war.

SPIEGEL.: If the USA had kept its promise, do you think the agreement could have led
to a successful outcome overall ?

THIEU: | believe it could.

SPIEGEL.: So, on the whole, the Paris Agreement was not so bad ?

THIEU: It was certainly not a good agreement for us. It was phoney. But it was a last
resort. You must understand that we only signed because as | have explained we had an
assurance from the American Government and because the Agreement was guaranteed by
twelve States and the United Nations.

SPIEGEL: Dr Kissinger makes caustic comments in his book about a great many
leading politicians. But he seems to have reserved his most withering scorn for you. Although
he admires your “’intelligence’’, your “’courage’’ and your ’cultural background’’, he dwells
at length on your “’outrageous conduct’’, your “’insolence’’, your ‘’ruthless egotism’’ and
your ‘’egregious, almost maniacal tactics’’ in dealings with the Americans. These, he says,
managed to generate in him ‘’that impotent rage by which the Vietnamese have always
tormented physically stronger opponents’’. What do you say to all these labels in Kissinger's
memoirs ?

THIEU: | would rather not answer. | would rather not talk about him. He can think
what he likes about me, good or ill. I would rather talk about what really happened between
the United States and South Vietnam.



SPIEGEL: Did you perhaps give him reason to write about you in this disparaging
way ?

THIEU: Perhaps he was surprised at having to deal with people who were so
intelligent and so capable. Perhaps it also has something to do with the superiority complex of
a very vainglorious man. Perhaps he cannot believe that a Vietnamese interlocutor is equal to
engaging with a man who thinks he is so important.

Let me tell you another story: | was amused on Midway because | could never have
imagined that people like that would be so shabby. On that occasion, Mr Nixon, Mr Kissinger,
my assistant and | met in the US naval commander's house. There were three low chairs and
one higher chair. Mr Nixon sat on the higher chair.

SPIEGEL.: Just like Chaplin's film “’The great dictator’” ? In that case, Hitler sat on a
high chair so that he could look down on Mussolini sitting on a lower one.

THIEU: But | fetched another, equally high, chair for myself from the dining recess,
so as to be on a level with Nixon. After the Midway meeting, | heard from my American
friends that Kissinger had never expected President Thieu to be the man he is.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger complains in his book that you treated him badly in your
personal dealings, that you missed appointments to go waterskiing. Nixon went even further.
According to Kissinger, he called you a ‘’son-0f-a-bitch’’ and said: ‘’Brutality is nothing.
You have never seen it if this...doesn't go along’’.

THIEU: | am sorry but | have nothing to say about that. I was well brought up and |
must decline to reply to such unseemly or vulgar remarks.

If I did not receive Dr Kissinger and Ambassador Bunker, it was simply because we
had not yet reached a point where we could continue the talks with them. They had taken four
years, so why should | be forced to give my answer in an hour. If the Americans can take their
time, why shouldn't I ? It would have suited them if we had been yes-men. But | am not a yes-
man and the South Vietnamese are not a nation of yes-men, our Congress is not a Congress of
yes-men. | have to consult them.

SPIEGEL: Dr Kissinger writes that your attitude towards him was ultimately
determined by “’venomous hatred’’.

THIEU: No. | was just defending my country's interests. There were certainly some
heated discussions but my attitude was always governed by patriotic motives.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger writes that he had some understanding for the ‘’near impossible
position’” in which you found yourself. Did you detect any signs of that understanding ?

THIEU: No. All | detected was pressure from the US Government.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger writes that you never engaged in a conceptual discussion. He
says that you ‘’fought in the Vietnamese manner: Indirectly, elliptically, by methods designed
to exhaust rather than clarify, constantly needling but never addressing the real issue’’.

THIEU: Put yourself in my place. | agreed from the beginning that the US
Government should engage in secret talks with Hanoi. Kissinger says | was always kept
informed. Yes, | was informed | was told what he chose to tell me. But | trusted that my ally
would never deceive me, make deals over my head and secretly sell my country out.

But, can you imagine, only four days before he left for North Vietnam in October
1972, he presented me with the draft agreement that was to be initialled in Paris, in English?
We had to examine the draft in English, point by point.

And the draft had not been produced by the South Vietnamese and the US but by the
North Vietnamese and the US. Can you imagine that ? The logical course would have been
for the South Vietnamese and the Americans to agree on the conditions for a peace settlement
first, and for Kissinger then to come back to us if the North Viethamese made any counter-
proposals. He did not do that.



Instead, he drafted the terms of the agreement jointly with the North Vietnamese and
presented them to me in English. The peace agreement that would decide our fate. Can you
imagine how I felt when we could not even see the text in our own language ?

SPIEGEL.: But you eventually received a Vietnamese version ?

THIEU: We insisted and insisted and insisted, and then at the last minute he agreed,
though certainly unwillingly. And then we found numerous pitfalls. | asked Ambassador
Bunker and Dr Kissinger: ’Who produced the Vietnamese text ?°” They replied: “’A very
capable American from the International Linguistics College in the United States, in
collaboration with the North Vietnamese.”” But no American can understand and write
Vietnamese better than a Vietnamese. And no American can deal with the Vietnamese
Communists in the Vietnamese language better than we can. Was that honourable and upright
conduct on the part of an ally ?

SPIEGEL: Senior government officials in the USA are said to have thought at one
time that all Kissinger sought was a decent interval between American withdrawal and a final
collapse of Saigon. Kissinger says in his book that that is not correct. What do you think ?

THIEU: Whatever the Americans say, | am convinced that the US Government's final
aim was a coalition government in South Vietnam.

SPIEGEL.: Kissinger produces a great deal of evidence to show that that was not the
case.

THIEU: The American Government tried to force us to agree to it. If we had, they
could have prided themselves on getting shot of the whole thing with an ‘’honourable
agreement’’. They could have told their people at home: <’We are withdrawing our troops, we
are securing the release of our prisoners’’. And they could have told the rest of the world:
“’We have brought peace to South Vietnam. Now it is up to the South Vietnamese. If a
coalition government turns out to be Communist-dominated, that is their problem. We have
reached an honourable solution.”’

SPIEGEL: Kissinger writes: “’We had one principle in the negotiations: America does
not betray its friends.”’

THIEU: Well, look at the position today in South Vietnam, in Cambodia, all over
Indo-China. When we discussed the peace agreement with representatives of the American
Government, we often had the impression that they were not only playing the devil's
advocate, they really were the devil's advocate in action.

SPIEGEL: Did you ever feel any gratitude for what the Americans did to help your
country ? Kissinger says in his book: <’Appreciation for services rendered is not a Vietnamese
trait.”’

THIEU (laughing): With regard to what Kissinger writes in his book, I think that only
a man with a twisted spirit could think such a thing only a man with an awkward temper. He
implies in his book that he was afraid that the Viethamese might take revenge on Americans
who stayed behind after Washington had abandoned us. We would never do such a thing not
now, not ever.

SPIEGEL.: Did you personally feel any gratitude ?

THIEU: | can honestly say that if the American Government had not betrayed us and
stabbed us in the back, the Vietnamese people would have been eternally grateful. Once, after
we had had a heated discussion with Kissinger about the wording of the peace settlement,
some members of my government said it would have been a lucky day for us if Kissinger
done as much for South Vietnam as he had for North Vietnam. | told them that if he could
negotiate a genuine peace with the North Vietnamese, he could have his own monument in
South Vietnam just like the statue of MacArthur in Korea. Unfortunately it did not turn out
that way.



In view of the consequences of the peace, | think it is best that the Americans
themselves judge what Mr Nixon and Mr Kissinger have done to South Vietnam:
Concentration camps, famine, torture, thousands of boat people lost in the Pacific Ocean, and
a genocide that is far more terrible, more planned and systematic than the genocide in
Cambodia. Kissinger has no reason to be proud of the peace he has brought. It is the peace of
the grave.

SPIEGEL: Thank you, Mr Thieu, for talking to us.



PHONG VAN CUU TONG THONG VIET NAM CONG HOA NGUYEN VAN THIEU
V6 Thuong dich

Spiegel: Thua 6ng Thi¢u, trong suét 5 nam tir 1968 dén 1973, Hoa Ky da nd lyc dam
phan hoa binh cho Viét Nam. Truong dam phan cua My, Henry Kissinger da mo ta chi tiét
trong héi ky ctia minh vé ong, voi tu cach la Téng Téng Nam Viét Nam, da pha hoai nhirng
nd lyc ciia 6ng ta nhu thé ndo nham mang hoa binh cho cudc chién kéo dai nhiéu nam, ton
that hang triéu nhan mang va nhu mudn “’p nat trai tim Hoa Ky’ hu 10i cta Kissinger néi. Tai
sao Ong lai can trd nhu vay?

Ong Thiéu: Diéu d6 hoan toan v6 1y. Néu nhu t6i ngin can thi da khong thé c6 chuyén
dan xép hoa binh trong niam 1973. Tuy nhién, nhu moi nguoi da biét, d6 khong phai 1a mot
nén hoa binh tét dep khi chimg kién nhitng hau qua xay ra tai Viét Nam. Kissinger dai dién
cho chinh sach va lgi ich cua clnh phu Hoa Ky. Voi tu cach 1a Téng Tong Viét Nam, ti co
nhiém vy bao vé nhing loi ich séng con cua dat nude toi.

Té1 da nhiéu lan chi ra cho Tong Thong Nixon va Tién Si Kissinger rang rii bo vai vi
thé khong may quan trong tai mot quoc gia nho be nhu Viét Nam ¢ thé khoéng co nhiéu y
nghia d6i v6i mot cuong qudc nhu Hoa Ky, nhung d6i véi ching t6i d6 1a van dé giira sy
song va cai chét cua toan bo mot dat nudc.

Spiegel: Klssmger khong phi nhan rang cu01 cung ong cling da dong y dan Xep hoa
binh. Nhung 6ng ta n6i ly do chinh khién phai mét nhiéu thoi gian vi ong da can tro quyet ligt
va ly do thuc chat ong khong bao gid phan ddi cac dé xuét cia My vi 6ng tinh toan rang tit ca
nhitng dé xuat d6 s& bi Ha Noi bac bo.

Ong Thiéu: Khéng dung nhu vay. Chi mét thém hon 2 hoic 3 ngay hay 2 hoac 3 thang
dé cham dirt cudc chién da dién ra gan 30 nam. T6i nhan ra cudc chién nay 1a cudc chién dai
nhét trong lich sir cua Hoa Ky, trong d6 ho 1a nguoi da vién trg cho chung té1. Co thé vi vay
ma nguoi My té ra voi vang nhu thé Tuy nhién, chung t6i cén mot nén hoa binh ving chic.

Splegel Kissinger &m chi rang ‘ong khong that sy mudn c6 mot gian xép hoa binh va
hy vong Bic Viét cling s& ngoan ¢6 gidng nhu 6ng. Vi vdy, 6ng ay qua quyét du 6 ong da dong
¥y nhiéu d& xuit ctia phia My nhung khong bao gio muén phai tuan thi nhiing dé xuit do, vi
trong bat ¢ truong hop niao ong khong tin 1a thoa thuan s& dat duoc. Ong c6 lira bip trong
dam phan voi hy vong 6ng s€ khong bao gio phai noi 15 hét y dinh cua minh ?

Ong Thi¢u: Khong. M6t quoc gia phai chiu dung nhiéu nhu the trong sudt hon 30 nim
khong thé nao bi két i 1a mudn kéo dai cude chién. Kissinger mudn tién hanh nhanh dé linh
M§ c6 thé rat quan va ti binh My duoc phong thich. Va ¢ thé vi chinh pha My mudn voi va
thoat ra, ¢’cét va chay’’.

Ho c6 thé thoat khoi cudc chién. Chiing t6i phai ¢ lai Nam Viét Nam. Chiing t6i ¢ du
moi quyén dé doi hoi mot sy gian Xép hoa binh toan dién, khong phai chi la mdt nén hoa binh
trong 2 hodc 3 nam roi sau d6 lai thém mot cudc chién 30 nam khac.

Spiegel: Vay tai sao 6ng du tinh trudc Hoa Ky theo nhu Kissinger béo cdo, bang viéc
tu minh dé xuit Hoa Ky rat quan tai cudc hop & Midway tai Thai Binh Duong vao thang 6
nam 1969 ?

Ong Thiéu: Tham chi trude cude hop & Midway, viéc Hoa Ky c6 y dinh rat quan la
khong c6 gi bi mat. Téi mudn nhic cho anh nhd ring tin tirc vé ké hoach rat mot sé luong
quan My di loan tai trén toan thé gidi trudc cude hop Midway. Tai sao ? Toi cho d6 1a vi
Chinh pha My mudn thim do du ludn, tiét 16 thong in cho bao chi va dua ching t6i vao su
viéc da roi.

Spiegel: Nhu thé 6ng da hiéu rd duogc su viée ?

Ong Thi¢u: Vang ding vay. Cudc hop Midway nham hai muc dich. N6 mang dén cho
hai Tan Tong Théng mot co hdi dé hiéu vé nhau va dam phan vé van dé Viét Nam. Diém thi
hai d vach rd trong nghi trinh d6 1 ké hoach rat quan My dau tién. Toi khong hé ao tudng va
t6i ndm bt duoc tinh hinh. Khong c6 gi phai lo lang va toi cam thay rat ty tin.



Spiegel: Khi dé xuat viéc rit quan, 6ng co that su nghi rang ong c6 thé tu tién hanh
chién tranh va cudi cing gianh thing loi trong cudc chién, mot cude chién tranh ma hon
540.000 quan My va bo may quan su huing manh ctua Hoa Ky d3 khong thé thang n6i ? That
khé dé tin vao diéu do.

Ong Thi¢u: Khong. That ra t6i khong phai la nguoi dé xuét. To6i chi don gian la chap
thuén. T61 dong y dot rat quan My dau tién vi Tong Thong Nixon da noi véi toi rang ong ay
c6 mot sd van dé qudc ndi va viée rit quan chi hoan toan mang tinh tuong trung. Ong ta phai
coy kién cong ching va Qudc hoi phia sau. Nhung t6i ciing néi voi ong ay rang ong ta phai
chac chin Ha Noi khong xem dot rit quan dau tién nhu 13 mot ddu hiéu yéu kém cua Hoa K3y.

Spiegel: Va 6ng khong nght do 1a khoi dau cta viée rat quan toan bo ?

Ong Thi¢u: Khong. Toi co thé hinh dung do co thé 1a bude dau tién trong bi¢n phap
giam quén s6. Toi khong thé nao tuong tuong n6i Hoa Ky s& vit hét tat ca va bo roi Nam Viét
Nam. T6i d3 dé xuét voi Tong Thong Nixon rang viéc cit giam nén dugc tién hanh ting
budc, dén khi kha ning chién ddu va sy ciing ¢ Quan Poi Nam Viét Nam cho phép Viét
Nam c6 thé dung trén d6i chan cta chinh minh, tiy thudc vao vién trg kinh té va quan su.

Quan trong hon, toi di kién nghi 6ng ta co the yéu cau Ha Noi d6i lai cling ¢6 hanh
dong twong ty. Ngudi My hoan toan dong y voi toi ve..

Spiegel: ....va rat quan tuong trung?

Ong Thleu T6i nhan ra cude chlen Viét Nam ciing gy ra nhimng van de bén trong
nuéc M. Va Tong Thong Nixon néi 6ng can mot cur chi tuong trung dé giai quyet van dé do.

Khi t61 & Han Thanh va Pai Loan mot tuan trude do, toi da néi véi Tong Thong Park
Chung Hee va Toéng Thong Tudng Gidi Thach rang t6i hy vong viéc rit quan ma t6i ban bac
v6i Tong Thong Nixon trong cudc dam phan tai Midway chi mang tinh tuong trung. Nhung
t6i da chi ra rang chung t6i khong thé ngan ngura viéc Hoa Ky rut toan bo quan néu ho muon.
Vi vay s€ 1a khon ngoan hon khi yéu cau My rit quén ting bude va cung lic d6 cung cap vién
tro dé chung t61 xay dung mét Quan D1 Nam Viét Nam virng manh va hién dai dé thay thé
ngudi My. Toi khong bao gid yéu cau Quan Doi My ¢ lai Viét Nam mai mai.

Spiegel: Quan My da dat tai Nam Han va Tay Puec.

Ong Thiéu: Nhung ching t6i 13 nhitng nguoi rat tu trong. Chung toi di néi véi ho
chung t6i can cip vién va vii khi nhung ching t6i c6 dy nhiét huyét trong huyét quan va thira
binh linh.

Spiegel: Ong mo ta thé ndo vé tinh canh cia minh khi d6 ? Chi vai thang trude d6, Bo
Truong Qudc Phong Hoa Ky, Melvin Laird da dé ra ©’Viét Nam héa’’. Nguoi My trude d6 da
no6i vé cudc chién “’phi My hoa’’. Khong phai chi tén goi nay thdi cling da néi rd rang 1a Hoa
Ky ¢6 y dinh rat quan mét cach nhanh chéng ?

Ong Thiéu: Khi 6ng Nixon dén Sai Gon vao thang 7 nim 1969, ong ta nhic lai rang
éng can c6 cong ching My phia sau. Toi hiéu vi thé cua ong ta. Nhung 6 6ng ay khong bao gio
ly giai rat quan c6 nghia la cat giam nghi trinh c6 hé thong va theo sang klen ctia My. Ong 4 ay
chi n6i vé nhimg khé khin trong nude tai My va dé nghi t61 giup. Ong noi g1up chung toi dé
giip cac anh”. T61 tra lo1 “’T61 s€ gitp cac ong dé co thé gitip ching toi”. Tai cudc hop
chung t6i lai ban vé van dé rat quan timg phan.

Spiegel: Nhung khong dat ra lich trinh ?

Ong Thiéu: Khong. Va Ong Nixon lai hta 1a bat ky dot rat quin ndo ciing sé tuong
xtng v6i nhitng bién phap tuong tu ciia phia Bic Viét va s& phu hop véi kha ning phong tha
ctia Nam Viét Nam ciing nhu di kém v6i nhitng vién trg thém vé quan su va kinh t& cho Nam
Viét Nam.

Cyu Tong Théng Nguyén Vin Thiéu & cyu Tong Thong Lyndon Johnson

Splegel Tai thoi diém d6 ong co nhan ra Hoa Ky da san sang don phuong rat quan
néu can thiét ?



Ong Thiéu: Co, tdi c6 nghi ngd diéu d6. Nhung khi d6 t6i van rat ty tin va tin tudng
vao dong minh 16n ciia chiing toi.

Spiegel: Co thé ong dung khi nhan dinh nhu vdy. RS rang trong cudn sich cta
Kissinger chinh quyén Nixon khong the *chién thing mot cach dé dang mot chién dich co
lién can dén hai chinh quyén, nim quoc gia ddng minh va ba muoi mét ngan nguoi chét nhu
thé chiing ta chuyén mot kénh truyen hinh”’

Nguoi My ro6 rang mudn thoat ra kh01 Viét Nam bang dam phan. Ho khong muon don
phuong rit quan trir khi ho budc phai lam diéu d6. Ong c6 dua ra bat ky yéu cau nao vé cac
cudc dam phan gitra Washington va Ha Noi ?

Ong Thi¢u: Chién tranh da qua du vo1 ching t61 va chung t61 quyet dinh cham dut
cudc chién bang dam phan. Ching t6i yéu cau nhiing luc luong da xam chiém dat nude phai
rit quan. Tét ca chi c6 vay.

Spiegel: Ong oan trach su sup d6 cua Nam Viét Nam _trong ndm 1975 chu yéu dugc
quy cho thuc té ring quan d6i Bic Viét dugc phép & lai mién Nam tham chi sau khi Hiép
binh Hoa Binh Paris da ky Kkét. Ong khang dinh 6ng chi bé qua sy hién hién cta Bic Viét
trong khi Hiép Dinh dang dam phan va ho phai rat quan khi dam phan két thuc.

Nhung Kissinger khang dinh trong cudn sach ctia minh ong khéng hé dua ra phan d6i
v6i dé xuat cia My vé van dé nay cho dén thang 10 nam 1972.

Ong Thiéu: D6 1a 161 dbi tra vo gido duc nhit tir phia Kissinger khi noi toi ddng y cho
quan Bic Viét luu lai mién Nam. Néu t6i ddng ¥ ngay tir dau nhu Kissinger dé noi, thi toi da
khong phan dbi kich liét khi 6ng ta cho toi xem ban dy thao Hiép Dinh trong d6 khong hé
chira dung bt ky déu diéu khoan nao vé van dé rat quin cua Bic Vigt.

Do 1a diém quan trong nhat ma toi da dau tranh trong suét qua trinh dam phan hoa
binh. T dau dén cudi, toi yéu cau Kissinger buc Ha Noi rut quan va giai thich cho 6ng ta
rang s& chang c6 hiép dinh nao hét trir khi Bac Viét thuc thi dicu do.

Sau nhiéu ngay tranh luan quyét liét, Kissinger cudi cting tha nhan véi toi: <’ Thua ngai
Tong Thong, diéu d6 khong thé thuc hién duoc. Néu duoc t6i di 1am. Van dé da duoc dit ra
cach ddy 3 nam nhung Lién X6 s& khong chip nhan’’. Sau d6 t6i nhan ra chinh phu Hoa Ky
da nhuong bd yéu cau cua Lién X6 va d6 1a diéu lam t6i that vong nhét.

Spiegel: C6 thé Lién X6 khong co6 liwa chon khac vi Bic Viét phit nhan xem Nam Viét
Nam nhu 1a mot ngoai qudc va tham chi c6 khi ho phu nhan Bic Viét ¢6 quan doi thuong truc
tai Nam Viét Nam.

Ong Thi¢u: Chung t6i da & trong chién tranh hon 20 nim va ching t6i biét khong bao
gi0 tin vao nhitng gi Nga X6 va Bic Viét ndi. Bic Viét co quan doi tai Lao, Camphuchia va
Nam Viét Nam. T6i nghi thdm chi mot nguoi mu cling ¢ thé nhin thay diéu d6. Dé cham dit
chién tranh, chiing ta phai nhin vao thuc té chtr khong phai nghe nhing gi ké thu dang noi.

Spiegel: Ong co dit ra nhiing diém nay véi Kissinger ?

Ong Thigu: T4t nhién va ca v6i Tuéng Haig. Toi hoi 6ng ta: <’ Tudng Haig, 6ng 1a mot
vi Tuéng va toi ciing 1a mot vi Tudng. Vay ong co biét mot hiép dinh hoa binh nao trong lich
su lai cho phép luc lugng ké thu luu lai trén dat nudc ma ho dd xam chiém 2°° T6i hoi ong ta:
“’Liéu 6ng c6 cho quan Lién X6 déng trén 1anh thd M§ va noi rang 6ng da dat duge dan xép
hoa binh v6i Lién X6 777

Spiegel: Ong 4y noi thé nao ?

Ong Thiéu: Ong ta khdng ndi gi ca. Lam sao 6ng ta ¢ thé noi gi diéu d6 that phi 1y.
Ong ta noi gi day ?

Spiegel: Kissinger da dua ra cau tra 10i trong cuén sach ctia minh. Ong ay néi Béc Viét
s€ khong thuc hién rat quan vi Ha N¢i s€ khong nhugong bd trén ban dam phan nhitng gi ho
khong bi budc phai tir bo trén chién truong. Nhung ong ta néi thém Hiép Dinh Hoa Binh Paris
chira dyng mot didu khoan nghiém cim bat ky viéc xam lan thém nao va ké luan ’diéu nay s&
lam cho luc lwong Bic Viét tai mién Nam hao mon 1am tiéu hao sinh lyc mot cach ty nhién’”.



Ong Thiéu: Khi dam phén véi cng san, t6i cam giac nhu chinh phu Hoa Ky va cu thé
la Tién Si Kissinger hoan toan khong biét gi vé nhing trai nghiém khong maiy ngot ngao cua
Phép v6i cong san vao nim 1954 hodc tir cudc chién Triéu Tién. Ho khong biét gi vé nhiing
cudc hoi dam véi Lao va Campuchia. Ho khong biét 1am thé nao dé dbi pho véi cong san va
lam thé nao dé 1y giai chién lugc va chién thuat cia ho.

Do d6 chiing ta tro lai van dé 1am sao Tién Si Kissinger, nguoi dai dién cho mot 16n va
khoe khoang rang ong ta 1 thuong thuyét gia tai ba nhat, lai c6 thé tin ring quan Bac Viét s&
khong xam chiém Nam Viét Nam. Lam sao ong ta ¢ thé tin nhu vy ?

Liéu ong ta co thé canh gac trén tat ca chét bién phong doc bién gisi cua Campuchia,
Lao va Nam Viét Nam. Tham chi néu ching t61 6 mot triéu linh canh gac qudc té, chung t61
cung khong thé chirng minh 1a khong hé ¢6 sy xdm chiém ndo. Lam sao ong ta co thé tin vao
nhitng gi Bac Viét n6i. Ong ta c6 thé tin vao cong san nhung chiing t6i thi khong. D6 13 vi sao
t61 khing khing yéu cau Bic Viét rat quan. Néu Bic Viét that sy mudn c6 hoa binh, tai sao ho
mubn & lai ?

Spiegel: Kissinger noi gi vé diéu do6 ?

Ong Thi¢u: Ong ta co thé noi gi day ? Diéu ma ong ta va chinh phi Hoa Ky that su
mudn 13 rat quan cang som cang t6t va bao dam tu binh My dugc phong thich. Ho noi voi
chung t61 ho muén mot giai phap danh du, nhung ho that su mubn giai quyét moi viéc va
thodt ra cang nhanh cang t6t ma khong bi nguoi dan Viét Nam va phan con lai cua thé gisi 1én
an vi da bo roi chung t6i trong con hoan nan. Do 1a vén dé cua ho.

Nén hoa binh gia tao

Spiegel: Kissinger viét ngay sau cudc tién cong mua Xuan cia Bic Viét nam 1972, vai
trd ¢6 vé nhu da bi dao nguoc. Bic Viét bat ngd mudn nbi lai dam phén trong khi Nam Viét
Nam lai mudn chién dau dén khi gianh thang loi cudi cung.

Ong Thi¢u: Hoan toan vo ly! Tién Si Kissinger hiéu thé nao 1a chién thang ? Bic Viét
da giy ra chién tranh tai Nam Viét Nam. Chung t61 muén ho rat quan. b6 goi la chién théng
sao ? Toi khong bao gi yéu cau nguoi cia Bic Viét duoc xem 13 ti binh chién tranh tai Nam
Viét Nam, Téi khong bao gior doi hoi Bac Viét tra boi thuong chién tranh. Toi khong bao gio
doi hoi Bac Viét nhuong bo lanh thd. Toi khong bao gid yéu cau c6 ghé trong chinh phu tai
Ha Noi. Vay Kissinger hiéu chién thang va chién thing toan dién la gi ?

Spiegel: Vé van dé rat quan cua Bic Viét, theo Kissinger ngay 31 thang 5 nam 1971 1a
mot ngay quan trong. Do la thoi diém trong cac cudc dam phan bi mat, Hoa Ky da tir bo yéu
cau hai bén cung rat quan. Tién Si Kissinger néi it nhat ba lan trong cudn sach rang ong da
dugc thong bao trude va ong da dong y.

Ong Thiéu: TOi khong bao gio dong y viéc don phuong rut quan. Sau cudc hop
Midway, toi lu6n ludn y€u cau rut quan tung phan va ca hai bén cung rut quan. My da thay
doi 1ap trudng va sir dung chién thuat thong thuong nham ép budc chung toi dé chiém lay va
dit thanh gwom Damocles 1én dau chiing t6i, trich din du ludn My véi nhitng nhan xét nhu:
“Bay gio ong dang c¢6 mot hinh anh rat xau tai My!”> hodc “’Qudc Hoi s& cit giam vién
trg.”’...Ho str dung lai chién thuat ci, tiét 16 cho béo chi va dat chung t6i vao viéc da rOi.

Néu t6i tir chdi du luan s& quay sang chong dbi toi: "Ong ta doi hoi qua nhiéu, ong ta
s& khong bao gid d¢ My rut quan, éng ta s& khong bao gio dé ti binh My tré vé nha’’. Vi vay
t61 phai nhugng bo Khong tu nguyén nhung mién cudng. Lam sao tdi co thé phan ddi khi ho
s& noi ngay rang: “’vién trg sé bi cit néu ong khong tuan theo”’

Spiegel: Kissinger néi 6ng ludn dugc tham van trude Vé tat ca moi quyét dinh ctia Hoa
Ky, dudi bat ky hinh thirc nao.

Ong Thiéu: bung, ho c6 ban bac vdi t6i, nhung tat nhién ho khong muén nghe t0i noi
“khong’’ ddi cac quyét dinh phuc vu cho loi ich cia Hoa Ky. Tuy nhién, trong hau hét truong
hop 4p luc dem lai cho ho hau hét nhitng gi ho mudn.



Splegel Kissinger gi¢' déy chi trich mot cach cay dang vé cudc tién cong Lao nam
1971. Ong 4y no6i 6ng cho rang cudc tién cong mua kho 1a rat cap thiét. Vay y tuong ban dau
la cua ai ?

Ong Thiéu: D6 1a ¥ tudng cua ho. Trude d6 rat lau ching t6i da timg mudn tién hanh
cudc tin cong, nhung ching t0i khong thé thyc hién mot minh. Bay gio Hoa Ky dé xuit nén
chung toi vui vé dong ¥ dé chim dut cude chién nhanh hon. D6 1a mot chién dich lién quan
Viét-M¥y vé6i cac nhiém vu qui dinh rat ré rang: Quan Po6i Nam Viét Nam c6 nhiém vu tién
hanh chién dich tai Lao va linh My s& hd trg tiép té bén ngoai Viét Nam, tir bién gi6i dén noi
giao chién.

Spiegel: Tai sao? Vi Qudc Hoi My rd rang da cdm doan quian My x4m nhap lanh tho
Lao ?

Ong Thiéu: Tbi tin 14 vay. Nhung ciing bdi vi chung t6i khong cé phuong tién tiép té
cho binh linh va quan trong nhét 1a chuyén chd thuong binh ra ngoai. Piéu d6 chi co thé tién
hanh bang tryc thing va Hoa Ky 1a bén duy nhét c6 diy du tryc thing. Khong c6 may bay 1én
thang, chiing toi khong bao gio ddng ¥ tién hanh chién dich tai Lao.

Spiegel: Kissinger néi binh linh ctia 6ng gip van d& khi dua ra yéu cau khong quan hd
trg vi cac don vi Viét Nam gin nhu khong c6 nhitng chuyén vién kiém soat mit dat duoc
huén luyén cé thé néi dugc tiéng Anh.

Ong Thiéu: Hoan toan khong c6 van dé gi d6i véi viée hd trg ciia Khong Quan. Ching
t61 khong hé lo ling néu thinh thoang khéng c¢6 Khong Quén hd tro, chung toi dd c¢6 Phéo
Binh. Van dé 1a nguoi My da mat nhiéu Phi Cong truc thing trong ba ngdy dau tién cta chién
dich. Vi thé ho khong sa:lng sang cAt canh theo lich trinh va véi sb lugng can thiét. Piéu do da
tré thanh mot van dé 16n dbi véi Quan Doi Nam Viét Nam.

Spiegel: C6 phai tinh than binh linh da suy sup ?

Ong Thiéu: Chiing t6i khong thé chuyén chd binh linh tir tran va thuong binh ra ngoai.
Diéu d6 khong chi anh huéng dén tinh than ma con ca dén viéc tién hanh chién dich.

Spiegel: Kissinger dua ra mot 1y do khéac giai thich tai sao chién dich that bai. Ong ta
noi 6ng da ra 1énh cho binh si cua minh phai than trong khi di chuyén vé phia Tay vara lénh
cham dirt chién dich toan bd ngay khi chiu ton that 3.000 binh linh. Kissinger cho rang ngudi
My s& khong bao gio chap thuan ké hoach c6 han ché nay va di dugc théng bao dén cho ho.

Ong Thiéu: Pbi véi mot Quan Nhan, y tuong dat ra mot gi6i han vé sb thuong vong
trude 1a rat vo 1y. Tién Si Kissinger phai 1a mot ngudi rat giau tri tuong tuong khi ndi nhu thé.
Chung t6i chi c6 thé di chuyén vé phia Ty xa dén mtric ma truc thiang di tan c6 thé bay dén.
Kissinger noi chiing t6i rut quan ma khong hé thong bao cho phia My. Lam sao chung toi ¢6
thé triét thoai hon 10.000 quan ma khong hé théng bao cho ngudi My ?

Splegel Vay la ong da thong bao cho ho biét ?

Ong Thiéu: O! Tat nhién. Va hay dé toi ké cho anh nghe mdt cau chuyén. Khi do to
Time hay Newsweek gi d6 da dang tai birc hinh mot binh si Nam Viét Nam dang c6 bam vao
bd phan ha canh ctia mot chiée truc thang véi chu thich <’ké hén nhat’’. Toi chi cudi. Toi thdy
diéu o that kinh khung. Khong thé ndo ngin can mot binh si bj bo roi khoi nhitng hanh dong
nhu thé. Nhung to bao di nhuc ma binh linh Nam Viét Nam nhu 13 nhitng ké hén nhét va
cung luc d6 hoan toan che dau mot sy that 1a Phi Cong tryc thing Hoa Ky khong c6 tinh than
chién d4u trong chién dich nay.

Spiegel: Mot diém ct 18i trong su tranh cii gitta Nam Viét Nam va Hoa Ky 13 van dé
ngimg ban. Theo Kissinger, chinh phu My di quyét dinh dé xudt mot cudc ngung ban trén
chién tuyén hién hitu ngay dau mua Heé nim 1970. Kissinger n6i 6ng khong nhiing ddng y ma
con chap thuan dé xuat do.

Ong Thi¢u: Pung vay. Toi ciing cho ring ngung ban 1a mot budc dﬁu tién rt quan
trong dé hoan thanh nhiing nghia vu ctia mot thoa thuan hoa binh. Nhung vé van dé 1 ngay
lap tic, t6i nhic lai mot cudc ngung bin ngay lip tirc thi t6i khong bao gid dong ¥y voi



Kissinger. T6i noi ching ta phai xem xét diéu d6 mot cach can trong. Khong thé tuyén bd
ngung bin cho dén khi di c6 nhiing suy xét can than vé viéc ai s& 13 ngudi giam sat cudc
ngung ban va diéu gi s& xdy ra trong truong hop c6 vi pham, binh linh s& dong ¢ dau. ..

Spiegel: Kissinger viét: “’Chiing t6i van nghi rang ching t6i dang cing lam viéc véi
Thiéu”’. Ngudi My khong hiéu rang ong dang ap dung “’chién thuat lang tranh ctia nguoi Viét
Nam ddi véi nguoi nude ngoai’’

Ong Thi¢u: Pidu d6 khong bao gid xay ra véi mot nudc nhd nhu ching toi, mot nudce
ng gan nhu tit ca moi thir ciia dong minh 16n va van dang yéu cau cap vién lau dai, lai c6 thé
chot tro bip bom.

Spiegel: Nhung 6ng phai nghi rang cudc chién cudi cliing ciing that bai khi My rut
quan va Bic Viét dugc phép duy tri quan doi tai Nam Vi€t Nam ?

Ong Thiéu: Khong han nhu vay, néu ching t6i tiép tuc nhan dwgc vién tro tir Hoa Ky
va chinh phu Hoa Ky giit 10i htra khi chiing t6i ky vao ban hiép dinh. Tham chi khi ky két
hiép dinh, t61 van nghi do chi la mdt drole de paix mot nén hoa binh gid mao.

Nhung ching t6i van tin ching t6i c6 thé chéng cu lai bat ky sy xam ling nio ctia Bic
Viét néu ho vi pham céc diéu khoan ciia dan xép hoa binh. Ching t6i ¢6 hai Iy do dé tin
tuong: Thir nhét, chiing t6i c6 mot bao dam bang vin ban tir Tong Thong Nixon rang My s&
dap tra béng tat ca luc luong néu thoa thuan bi vi pham.

Spiegel: Mic du ong ta khong bao gid noi 1a dap tra nhu thé nao.

Ong Thiéu: Thir hai, chung t6i dugc nhan diy du vién trg kinh t& va quin su dén khi
nao ching toi can dé chong lai sy xAm ling cua Bic Viét. Liéu chinh phu My ¢6 giit dung 1oi
htra d6 ? Cudc chién c6 thé tiép tuc nhung Bic Vigt s¢ khong thé 1at d6 Nam Viét Nam.

Spiegel: Ong va Kissinger it nhiéu dong y vé diém nay. Ong ta viét, toan bo chién lugc
co thé thanh cong néu Hoa Ky & vio vi the c¢6 thé hanh dong véi tat ca nhitng vi pham glan
xép hoa binh cua Bic Viét va tiép tuc cap vién ddy di cho Nam Viét Nam. Cai gi da sai ?
Kissinger d6 18i cho vu Watergate va sy x6i mon cta chinh quyén hanh phap. Ong c6 that su
nghi vu Watergate phai chiu trach nhiém cho su that bai ?

Ong Thiéu: Xin 16i nhung t6i khong phai la mot nguoi My. Toi khong ¢6 trach nhiém
phai don dep trudc hang rao cua ho. Nhung néu ho gilr 161 hira, d6 s€ 1a mot can tré t6t nhat
dbi voi nhitng su xam ling thém ctia Bic Viét va co thé két thuc chién tranh.

Spiegel: Néu My giir 10i htra, 6ng c¢6 nghi ban hiép dinh c6 thé ddn dén mot két qua
thanh cong toan dién ?

Ong Thiéu: T6i tin c6 thé s& 1a nhu vay.

Splegel Vay vé tong thé, Hiép Dinh Paris khong phai qua e ?

Ong Thiéu: D6 chic chan khong phai 1a mot thoa thuén t6t dep ddi voi chung t6i. PO
1a mot thao thuan gia tao. Nhung dé 1a phuong ké cudi cing. Anh phai hiéu 1 chung toi chi
ky két, nhu t6i da noi, boi vi chiing t6i ¢6 bao dam tir phia chinh phit Hoa Ky va Hiép Pinh
dugc bao dam boi 12 qudc gia va Lién Hiép Qudc.

Spiegel: Kissinger dua ra binh lun mét cach chua cay trong cubn sach ciia minh vé
nhiéu chinh tri gla 16n. Nhung 6ng ta c6 vé gianh nhleu su mi¢t thi dbi véi ong. Mic du 6 Ong ta
ngudng mo sy “’théng minh’’, “’long diing cam’ va “nén tang vin hoa ctia 6ng. Ong ta
cham cha d&én ’su diéu hanh tan bao’’, “’xéc lao su ich ky doc 4c’” va <’thu doan gan nhu
dién cudng’’ ciia 6ng khi lam viéc vai ngum My. Ong no6i gi vé nhimg gan ghép nay trong hdi
ky cua Kissinger ?

Ong Thiéu: Tét hon 14 t6i khong tra 10i. Toi tha khong ndi gi vé ong ta. Ong ay co thé
nghi bt ctr diéu gi 6ng ta thich vé t6i, t6t hodc xau. Toi thich nodi vé nhimng gi da that sy xay
ra gitra Hoa Ky va Nam Viét Nam hon.

Spiegel: Phai ching ong da dem dén cho ong ta mot 1y do nao d6 dé viét vé ong theo
mot cach coi thuong nhu thé nay ?
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Ong Thiéu: C6 thé ong ta ngac nhién vi phai lam viéc voi mot ngudi qua théng minh
va tai gioi. Cling c6 thé c6 vai diéu phai lam voi tinh phirc cam ty t6n cia mot nguoi qua ty
phu. C6 thé 6ng ta khong thé tin rang mot nguoi dbi thoai Viét Nam lai binh dang voi mot
nguot ty cho rang minh rat quan trong.

Pé 61 ké anh nghe mot chuyén khac, t6i cam thy that budn cuoi tai Pao Midway vi
t6i khong thé nao tuong tuong ndi nhitng nguoi nhu thé lai cyc ky dé tién. Trong dip do, ong
Nixon, ong Kissinger, Phu Ta cta t61 va to1 hop tai nha cua mdt ST Quan Hai Quan My. Co ba
cai ghé thap va mot cai cao hon. Ong Nixon da ngdi & ghé cao hon.

Splegel Glong nhu phim “’Nha doc tai vi dai’’ cua Chaplln ? Trong do, Hitler da ngoi
& mot cai ghé cao dé ong ta c6 thé nhin xudng Mussolini dang ngdi tai nghé thap hon.

Ong Thiéu: Nhung t6i da tim mot cai ghé khac cao ngang bang cho t6i trong gid nghi
dé cung cap véi Nixon. Sau cudc hop Midway, t6i nghe tir vai nguoi ban My cua toi rang
Kissinger khong bao gid trong doi Tong Thong Thi¢u tr¢ thanh mot ngudi nhu Ong ta.

Spiegel: Kissinger phan nan trong cu6n sach cua minh rang ong da dbi dai voi ong ta
that t¢ hai trong cach cu xur ¢4 nhan ctiia minh, rang ong da bo cudc hen ludt van, Nixon tham
chi con noi thém, theo Kissinger, 6ng ta noi ong 1a “’mot thang cho dé”’ Vé noi: “’tinh tan bao
1a tam thudng, anh s¢ khong bao gi¢ dugc nhin thay, néu.. -khong di cung”’

Ong Thiéu: Xin 16i nhung t6i khong c6 gi dé noi vé diéu do. Toi du’orc gido duc day du
va t6i tir chéi tra 11 nhimng 161 binh pham mat lich sy va khiém nha nhu vay.

Néu t6i khong tiép dai Tién Si Kissinger va Pai St Bunker, d6 don gian 1a vi chung
t6i chua dat dén mot diém dé c6 thé tiép tuc thao luan véi ho. Ho mat 4 nam vy tai sao toi
budc phai tra 10 trong mot gio. Néu ngudi My c6 thé bo ra thoi gian thi tai sao t6i lai khong
thé ? Chung t6i c6 thé phi hgp véi ho néu ching t6i 1a nhitng ngudi ba phai, cai gi ciing dong
y. Nhung t6i khong phai 1a mot ngudi ba phai va ngudi mién Nam khong phai 13 mot Quéc
Gia cta nhitng ngudi ba phai, Qudc Hoi chiing t6i khong phai 1a mot Qubc Hoi cia nhiing
nguoi ba phai. Toéi phai ban bac véi ho.

Spiegel: Tién Si Kissinger viét rang thai d6 ctia ong d6i véi ong ta vé co ban duge Xac
dinh Ia “’cam thu mot cach doc dia”’

Ong Thiéu: Khong. T6i chi bao vé loi ich ciia dat nude t6i. Chic chin 1a ¢6 nhiing
cudc tranh luan ndy ltra nhung thai do cua téi luén luon kiém ché boi dong co yéu nudc.

Spiegel: Kissinger viét 6ng c6 vai diéu kién dé dat duoc ’vi thé gan nhu 1a khong
thé> trong d6 6ng tu nhan théy. Ong ¢4 nhan ra du hiéu nao cua diéu kién d6 ?

Ong Thiéu: Khong. Tét ca nhing gi t6i nhan thay 14 ap luc tir chinh phu My.

Splegel Klssmger viét ong khong bao gio tham gia vao mét cuoc dam phan dya trén
khai niém. Ong ay noi 6ng “’d4u tranh theo cach ciia nguoi Viét Nam: Gian tiép, gian luot,
bang phuong phap nham lam can ki€t hon la lam sang t0, uén lu6n cham choc nhung khong
bao gio gidi quyét van dé thyc té”’

Ong Thiéu: Hay dat anh vao vi tri ciia toi. Toi dong ¥ ngay tir dau rang chinh phit My
nén tham gia dam phan bi mat véi Ha Noi. Kissinger n6i toi s€ luon luén dugce thong bao.
Pung, t6i da duoc thong bao. Toi duoc nghe nhimg gi ong ta chon dé néi véi t6i. Nhung toi
tin dong minh cta t6i s& khong bao gid lira gat toi, dan xép thoa thuan trén dau toi va bi mat
ban dat nudc toi.

Nhung, anh c6 thé tudng tuong dugce khong, chi bon ngay trudc khi ong ta ra Bac Viét
vao thang 10 nam 1972, 6ng ta dua t6i ban du thdo hi¢p dinh sé dugc ky tat tai Paris bfmg
tiéng Anh ? Chiing t6i phai tham tra ban thao bang tiéng Anh timg diém mot.

Va ban thao khong phai dugc dua ra boi Nam Viét Nam va Hoa Ky ma la boi Bic
Viét va Hoa Ky. Anh c6 tudng tugng ndi diéu d6 khong ? Theo logic thong thuong Nam Viét
Nam va Hoa Ky phai thoa thudn vé nhing diéu kién cua dan x€p hoa binh trudc va sau do
Kissinger quay lai véi chung t6i néu Bac Viét dua ra bat ky dé xuét trai nguoc nao. Nhung
ong ta di khong lam nhu thé.



Thay vao d6, ong ta soan thao nhiing diéu khoan cta hiép dinh chung véi Bic Viét va
dua cho t6i xem bang tiéng Anh. Hiép dinh hoa binh s& quyét dinh s6 phan chung t6i. Anh c6
tuong tugng duge téi cam thiy nhu thé nao khi chung toi tham chi khong thé nhin thay
nguyén ban bang chinh ngo6n ngir cua ching to1 ?

Splegel Nhung cudi cing 6ng ciing nhan duoc ban tiéng Viét ?

Ong Thiéu: Chiing t6i khing khing doi hoi, doi hoi va doi héi va cudi cling ong ta
ddng y, du tat nhién 1a mién cudng. Va chung toi di phat hién ra nhidu cam bay. To6i hoi Tién
S1 Kissinger va Pai S&t Bunker “’Ai dua ra ban tiéng Viét 2°° Ho tra 101 “’mot ngudi My rat
gioi tir Truong Pai Hoc Ngon Ngir Hoc Quoc Té tai Hoa Ky cong tac voi Bic Viét’’. Nhung
khong ngudi My nao c6 thé hiéu va viét tiéng Viét tot hon mot - nguoi Viét Nam. Va khong
ngudi My ndo c6 thé lam viéc véi cong san Viét Nam bang tleng Viét gidi hon ching toi.
Li¢u d6 co phai la cach tmg xtr danh du va ngay thang ctia phia dong minh ?

Spiegel: Cac gidi chirc cap cao tai My néi di timg nghi rang tat ca nhing gi ma
Kissinger theo dudi 1a mot khoang thoi gian hop ly gilta viéc rat quan My va su sup d6i cudi
cung cua Sai Gon. Kissinger ndi trong cudn sach cua minh la diéu d6 khong ding. Ong nghi
thé nao ?

Ong Thiéu: Bat ké ngudi My néi gi, t6i tin rang muc dich cudi cung ciia chinh phit My
la mot chinh phu lién hi€p tai Nam Vi¢t Nam.

Spiegel: Kissinger dua ra nhiéu bang chimg cho théy didu d6 khong dung.

Ong Thiéu: Ngudi My cb géng ép budc ching t61 ddng y ban hiép dinh. Néu chung toi
dong ¥, ho c¢6 thé hanh dién 1a da giai quyét moi viéc bang mot ’théa thuan danh dy’’. Ho c6
thé n6i voi dan chung tai qué nha rang: ’Chung t6i dang rat quin, chung t6i dam bao ti binh
s& dugc phong thich”. Va ¢ thé néi voi phan con lai ctia thé gidi rang: <’Chiing t6i dd mang
lai hoa binh cho Nam Viét Nam. Béy gid thi tily thudc vao nguoi dan Nam Viét Nam. Néu
chinh phi lién hiép c6 bi cong san chi phdi thi d6 1a van dé ciia ho. Chung t6i da dat duoc mot
giai phap danh du.”’

Spiegel: Kissinger viét: “’Chiing t6i ¢6 mot nguyén tic trong dam phan d6 1a nguoi
My khéng phan boi nhimng nguoi ban cua minh””.

Ong Thiéu: Théi dugc, vay hdy nhin vao vi thé hién nay tai Nam Viét Nam,
Campuchia va tit ca Pong Duong. Khi chung t6i dam phan thoéa thuin hoa binh vé&i nhimng
dai dién cua chinh phu My, chung t6i thuong c6 cam giac ho khong chi choi tro x6 14 ma ho
con that su la nguoi dang bi 1én an trong hanh dong.

Spiegel: Ong c6 bao gio cam thay biét on vé nhitng gi ma ngudi My da giip d& cho
dat nude ong ? Kissinger noi trong cudn sach ciia minh: “’danh gid cao vé nhimng gi duoc gitp
d6 khong phai la mot déac diém ciia nguoi Viét Nam”’

Ong Thiéu: (Cudi) Vé nhimg gi ma Kissinger Vlet trong sach, 61 nghi chi c6 nguoi voi
mot tinh than bi méo moé méi c6 thé nghi nhu vy, chi c6 thé xdy ra v6i mot nguoi co tinh khi
khong binh thuong. Ong ta 4m chi trong cudn sach ciia minh rang 6ng ta s nguoi Viét Nam
s€ tra thu nhiing ngudi MY con ¢ lai sau khi Washington da bd roi chung t6i. Bay gio va
khong bao gior chiing t6i 1am diéu do.

Spiegel: Cé nhan 6ng c6 cam thay biét on gi khong ?

Ong Thiéu: T6i c6 thé ndi mot cach thanh that rang néu chinh phu My khong phan boi
ching t6i va khong ddm sau lung chung t61, ngudi dan Viét Nam s€ cam thdy rat biét on. Sau
khi chung t6i c6 mot cudc ban luan cang thang v6i Kissinger vé tir ngir cua hiép dinh hoa
binh, vai thanh vién ctia chinh phu toi néi rang s& 1a mot ngdy may man cho chung t6i néu
Kissinger lam cho Nam Viét Nam bang nhu nhitng gi ma 6ng ta da 1am cho Béc Viét. T6i noi
v6i ho néu ong ta ddm phan mot nén hoa binh dich thyc véi Bac Viét, ong ta s& ¢ cho riéng
minh mgt dai ky niém tai Nam Vié¢t Nam giéng nhu tugng cua Tudng McArthur tai Nam Han.
Tiéc thay moi chuyén di khong dién ra nhu vay.



V& hau qua cua hoa binh, t6i nghi tot nhét 1a dé tuy ngudi My phan quyét vé nhiing gi
ma Kissinger da lam cho Nam Viét Nam: Nhitng trai tdp trung, nan d6i kém, hanh ha tra tan,
hang ngan thuyén nhan mat tich trén Thai Binh Dwong va nan diét ching con khing khiép va
dugc tién hanh c6 h¢ thong hon ca nan diét ching tai Campuchia. Kissinger khong c6 1y do gi
dé tu hao vé nén hoa binh ma 6ng ta ¢ mang dén. D6 13 mo6 chén cua hoa binh.

SPIEGEL: Cam on ong Thiéu da gianh cho ching t6i cudc phong van nay.



