HAIKU,TANKA va RENGA
BA THE THO TRUYEN THONG NHAT BON
cho:Mercedes Jayden Vo-cong

Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki néi: “Haiku(Hai-ci) phai chang 1a thé tho Phat gido ?
That ra gbc cla haiku la Phat giao”.Suzuki tiép:” Blrng nham Ian gitra haiku
va thién.Haiku Ia haiku,thién la thién,haiku nam trong lanh vwc tho nhung 16i
dién ta& tho c6 phong vi ciia thién.”

Trong ba thé tho ndy 1a d&c thu cha xir s& Phu Tang.Khéng chiu anh huéng
qua mot thé tho hay qui luat nao khac,Tho haiku cling nhv tho tanka va
renga dwoc sap xép voi sd lwong chiv ¢co gi¢i han ,chi yéu la ngan gon
khéng déng dai,cau tho ¢d dong va ham chira d& dem dén nhan thirc, cling
nhw cam nhan dwoc sy vatlLam tho haiku trong mét tam than thoat
tuc,khdng mé hodc hypnotized béi nhirvng thé diéu dan két vao nhau nhw
vira héat vira nhdy iambic foot 1&n tirtng bwdc trong tho dé lam nén nhivng
cau tho tiém an trong mot tiét diéu an du; do la mot tdng hop cua biéu-thi-
hién-twong.Tho Nhat khéng nhdn manh dén am van ma chu trong dén van
diéu lam sao cho dwogc lién hoan gilra nguwdi va vatituy nhién tho
haiku,tanka va renga déi khi cling thay déi dwoec niém luat,do hoan canh hay
suw kién bién dbi qua sw cdm nhan cla nguoi lam tho. Haiku dac biét dwoc
xem trong hon ca vi né tiéu biéu nét dac trwng cho van héa Nhat.

M6t trong nhitng nha tho thanh thao vé haiku phai ké dén Matsuo
Bashd(1644-1694). V&i bat hiéu cay-chubi(bashd);vi minh nhw cay chudi
xanh twoi hoa trai. Ong xuat hién vao gitra thé ky XVII.Bashé du than trén
cac néo duwong dat nwdc dé thwe hién cai chan ly’sabi’coi s doc hanh cla
minh l1am niém vui va “wabi’chdp nhan mét tinh than khén kho,béat vu lgi the
spirit of poverty va chinh nhixtng hop théng d6 dwa nha tho tim thdy & chinh
minh mot cai nhin dbi twong cha hiru,nhirng dir kién d6 da dwoc thé hién
qua nhirng van tho syllable poems haiku ma 6ng da dé lai.Cé thé néi rang
tho haiku 1& mot thé tho &n du manh liét nhat bdi trong tho da can day va
nhap vao trong cling mot thé chéat ctia sw vat ma minh dang quan sat Haiku
are strongest kind of metaphor,because in them the poet stretches over and
enters into the essence of the object who is observing. D6 la dong tudn chay
trong tho haiku.
Nhirng cau tho wa y nhét ctia Bashé:

Nguwoi hiép-si-dao thbt —

t6i dang ném vi man ctia mubi
twoi nhw cu khoai mai



Hanh phc xiét 1a bao!
chi mot noi théi ma khéng thay
Phu-Si son mu swong

Ngon Itra phun phut chay
tri tué birng Ién khi mua toi
ri rao béng tuyét bay

Nay ho diép, ho diép!
ta chim dam giac mo tam twong
vi Hoang dé Chuwong Ton.(*)

(Samurai talking _
now | taste the salty tang
of fresh horseradish

How happy | am
only this once not to see
Mount Fuji through mist

When the fire burn high
in my mind It's becoming
a zizzling snowball

You the butterfly!
and | deep dreaming heart
of Emperor Chuang Tsu).
(Julia Casterton dich tw
Nhat ngr)
Mé& dau cho bai tho,vdn ven c6 5 chir ma da cho ta mét y thire vé mdt anh
hung hiép khach’vai ndm tat rong than muwoi thwde cao’(ND); & day khong
nhan cach than twong hiép-si-dao,nhwng & day tac gia dién ta cai hung khi
trong tiéng “thét” clia con nguwdi c6 cai uy phong 1am liét. P6 1a ngdn ngir
hién twong,pha v& cai ménh 1énh nhu mi cta k& yéu.Tho haiku la biéu-
twong-hién-twong vira c6 dong vira thoat tuc gilra thirc gia va hanh gia,do
d6 mdi cau tho hay mdi chir dwoc viét ra trong haiku,tanka hay renga déu
mang mét dac tinh chung 1a bi 4n va an tang;cai hay tuyét déi cta loai tho
d6 1a nhw thé, thwong dem lai nét ddc thu vé van phong va doc dao trong 16i



hanh van(tho)nd bién danh déng tir “talking’nhw sw hién hiru ctia moét thoi
dai da qua ma nghe nhu la hém nay:
Nguoi hiép-si-dao thbt
Samurai talking
Cung mét cau tho dé,nha tho haiku mudn noi 1&n cai bat can cudc doi,noi
|én cai bdc trirc clia tdm hoén, &n ngay néi thwe,chap nhan hién thé nhw cai
cd san ma con nguoi phai déi dién vdi thuc tai,khdng con do dy gi hét
c&.Chinh cai 16i dién td nhw thé cho thay rang tho haiku ddi khi vira tiém an
vira sang té6 mét y nghia nao do,tuy nhién van gitr dwoc tinh trung thuec,
thdng than l1am cho bai tho viva linh déng vira huyen nhiém:
Téi dang ném vi man ctia mudi
twoi nhw cu khoai mai
Now | taste the salty tang
of fresh horsedish.
Bashd vé lén dwoc cai am thanh dé; hiép-si-dao thét,ném mudi man,vi ndng
ctia khoai mai,nhirng thir d6 gan nhw lién hé gan gui gitra ngwdi va vat, mot
tac dong cu thé, khéng con xa la & cudc doi nay.
Tho haiku déi khi tim thdy dwoc nhirtng cau,chiy tdi nghia ambiguity nhuwng
khéng phai la vé6 nghia nonsense né dwoc an tang metaphor mét cach sau
xa va day hinh twong cla chir nghia trong tho haiku,cbét dé& dwa ngudi doc
cd mdt cdm giac phiéu bdng gitra khéng gian va thdi gian mot cach hai hoa.
Ngon Phu ST mu swong
Mount Fuji through mist.
Bashd chi néi ngédn gon nhw thé nhwng ham chra cd mét sy han hoan
duwoc thdy Pha ST trong swong md. Glad that the mist is so thick that he
can’t see Fuji at all.Haiku la nhw thé dé! Pwa ching ta vao cai thé giéi mu
tam,nhwng rat hién hiru gitra hiru hinh va vé hinh,gitra 4o va thuc dé réi mat
thiét nhau gitra sw vat véi con nguoi.
Ngoai ra tho haiku thwong chtra dwng hinh twong dong vat hay con trung
trong mét khung canh thdu dao ma nhirng thir 4o gan gui v&i con ngudi; tuy
nhién diéu dé van khong ra khdi cai chat thién vi khap khéi trong tho haiku.
Cubi bai tho trén :tac gia cla loai tho haiku 5,7,5. Bashd dién ta dwoc mot
cach trung hau gilra moéng va thwc,khéng doi héi cau tho dong dai hay riedm
ra méi ndi hét duoc hinh anh tuo’ng treng do6.Buwom butterfly la hinh anh
cua biéu twong ,cla glac mo, cla ao giac dwoc thu két trong mot moét giac
mong, doc 1én thdy cd mét chiéu sau vé huyen thoai lich su:
Nay hé diép, hd diép!
Ta chim d&m giac mo tam twdng
vi Hoang d& Chuong Tén.
You the butterfly



and | the deep dreaming heart

of Emperor Chuang Tsu.
Hoang dé Chuong Ton mo' minh héa budm va buém héa thanh hoang dé;
do 1a hinh anh clia mo ho va bi an. & day la moét sw két ndi tam ly dao dirc
gitba ngudi va vat.Do d6 sy hop théng nay la bién cwong vo- gidi-tinh Ian
bién x6a bd sw han hitu ma con ngudi da danh mat. B la giac mo sbng
thwe clia d&i minh ma gilra nguei va vat ludn luén vuong van interwine vao
nhau.

Tho haiku Nhat Bén la thédng diép giao lwu gitva vii tru van vatmot tap
hop’kireji”,bdi chlr nghia cia haiku c6 dong cho nén nhirng bai tho
haiku,tanka va renga tr& nén trong sang hon,loai tho ndy thudng cé nhirng
tr nglr d6t xuat, doc 1én cho ta cdm giac bat ngd nhuwng hét strc ly thu,khi
th4u hiéu dwoc y tho haiku.Tho haiku tuyét déi khéng nady sinh mét thir cadm
giac co tinh chét ly luan logical hay mét ly 1& nao khac hon ma duoc gieo
vao dé mét tdm thirc conscious mind rong m& gil"ya ndi gidi va ngoai
gioi,gitra v tru quan va nhan sinh quan; do la cbt tdy cla tho haiku ma doi
khi nguw®i doc twédng nhw tho cua may vi thién gia(!), Chang qua cai phong vi
cla tho haiku lam nén thé,chi chang phai vi thién ma lam nén tho haiku.
Xay dwng mét bai tho haiku dung tiéu chuén;cai doi héi cau tho phai két hop
chat ché nhwng khéng lam cho cau tho tré nén khdé clrng.Phai tuan chi 5
chi¥ cau dau ,7 chi¥ cau nhi,5 chi¥ cau ba va c&* nhw thé ma xubng cho da
13 dong.Tho haiku khéong thé véng bong véi thién nhién,cai nhe
nhang,thanh thoat ctia bdn mua vi tru phai thwong triye trong tho haiku,nho
nhitng rung dong thoi tiét m&i tao dwoc tiéng déng cua khong gian,chinh
nhirng tiéng dong gay nén do lam cho cau tho haiku co6 than lwc va déng
thdi tao mot bdi canh hivu tinh trong tho cho du & xay dwng trong tiét diéu
an du va ky bi...
C6 d6i khi tho haiku to nhw cdng-an cla thién,b&i cdm hing cla haiku bat
nguén tlr Thién Phat gido(Zen Buddhism) déu thé hién dwéi nhirtng cau tho
cd dong ma méi cau tho la mét sang tao clia nhay cam dé dat t&i muc dich
chan nhw cta nha tho cling nhw chan nhu cda thién gia; 1a hdi nhap gilra
thién nhién va con nguoi, &y la diéu ma haiku xem nhw sw sbng living thing
.Hay doc bai tho Con Céc ctiia Bashd méi thay dwoc cai chat haiku cta né:

O kialcai ao xua

con céc nhay ra roi cai tom
nghe dong tiéng nwéc chao.

The old pond,ah!

a frog jumping

the water sound.



R& rang day 1a mét bai tho co tinh chéat thién.Bashd ly luan:"Trong doi
sbng;tiéng dong lam tan cai tinh nhwng rdi tiéng ddng 4y bién mat’nhwng &
day Bashd da thie tinh trwdc ngoai cadnh do 1a chi thé ngoai gi¢i va doi
twong ngoai canh,tuy phu thuéc vao nhau nhwng hoa nhap trong mét diéu
kién bao gdm”cai ao” “con coc” “tiéng ddng’tat ca déu hién dién réi bién mét.
Piéu ma Bashd chirng nghiém dwoc sw huyén bi cia vi tru.Nha Phat
noi:"Thr hiru tirc bi hiru,th?r khéi tire bi khéi,thtr sanh tirc bi sanh,thir diét
tirc bi diét’Bashd nhan thirc duwoc sy viéc dé rdi than tdm khai ngd va birng
sang.

A1

Néu mudn lam mét bai tho haiku dai hon 13 dong,hay cé nhirng van tho sap
xép trwéc ma khoéng & trong khuén khé cua haiku thi nhirng bai tho dé duwoc
goi 1a “tanka”. D6 la sy bién thé cua tho haiku,nhirtng ngac doan “a line
space” dé cau tho di theo nhau thi goi"wakuru” tlrc 1a hoa nhip vé&i bai
tho.Tho Tanka c6 khd nang kham pha mét diéu gi sau lang va sang té
hon,xay dwng bai tho cé mét hinh thirc siéu hinh, khac hon & haiku.Nhirng
bai tho, cau tho haiku 1am cho ta say mé nh& vao su két cu hai hoa gitra
khéng gian va th&i gian ,gilra con ngudi voi sy vat. Tho tanka va genga tao
thanh mét chudi tho' goi la haiku-wakuru va nhw thé bai tho dwoc kéo dai ra
mai.Tho tanka hay renga cé nhitng ngat doan nhwng van di dung qui cach
5,7,5 tuy co dai va chi tiét hon tho haiku.Véi bai tho duwoc xay dung trong
thé Renga nhuv sau:"Chim Sé& Nhat Canh Léng”’(Sparrow Trying to Catch a
Feather):

Bén ngoai 6 ctra vubng

chim hai 4u trdng 16ng ngwc nhd
udn cong cong,nhwng day

_ nguyén chat mau long d6
|Iong ngwc hai au phoi phdi bay

dwdi dam I6ng song muot
co lé bay sé da bay xa
tim vé noi to am
voi mé chup to mém
la da theo gio v&i may troi
qUi quai 1dm phai khéng?
canh chim sé ti t&r roi chdm
nhwng chim sé con doé



long chim sao nang thé
mat chim nhé nhan hay hay xam

nhirng soi 16ng bay
_bay nhe nhang ]
t6i biét cam thu véi Ibng mém

nam xwong triing xuéng nhw thach dé
chi it trong lwc

dbi canh khoé
tung trong khdng gian
nhirng canh I6ng bay nhw muon chup

ngoai kia nhw thir la
thach dé mét cai gi nhd nhoi

tat ca trong cai to nay?
nhw khan trvong
xay mot to am cho chim

soi ngan soi dai
nhw quyét dinh bay theo gio

c6 |& nhw biéu 1§
khéng;nhirng canh I6ng nam ém
trén mai ngoi trong tranh
hinh nhw-noi day,chon toi

lam mét phan co thé clha chim

to chim vé tay ai
chim mat tat ca
vui thich gi khi nam trong tay

tung tang gitra tr&i may
ngoai kia bén ngoai khung ctra 6



( Outside my windown
a seagull’s breast feather small
curved and white,but full

as it curves,essence of curved
breast whitin itself,floats up

and down and curving
air,and the sparrow,perhaps
building its nest is

trying to catch it in its beak
the feather rises and falls

mischievously ?and
the sparrow rises and falls
too;but the sparrow

is heavier than the feather
and his little black face bobs

up and down feather
always slightly ahead .1
know that bieds with their

lovely hollow bones defy
gravity,but this one is

biét nght ra sao , ‘
nghiéng nghiéng déi canh gam miéng moi
tung canh gitra tr&i may

troi vao sang
cw thé ma bay lwgn gilra troi
pha v&

tiéng quéy ray
bay hai du dau trén mai

dam hoc tro ho hat
san choi nhw bj dong.



bouncing on little
wings through the air,which lifts the
feather always just

beyond him,so he has to
defy it just that bit more-

all for his nest? Is
it the urgency too make
a home that has him

bobbing up and down in the
air with such a determined
expression?perhaps

not,because when the feather
land on the pitched roof

nearby-here,take me,part of
another bird’s body,for

your own nest-he’s lost
interest.| think it was
just joy had him in

the ai rising and tumbling
just beyond my window,the

knowledge that,though things
tend to fall,he and his prey
were up in the air

of the morning,each in there
own presence,rising,floating

against the call
importunity of the
seagulls on the roofs



the schoolchidren with their song,
that occupy the playground) .

(Julia Casterton dich tr Nhat ngir)
C6 mét thé tho khac,hoa hop gitra tho haiku va tho xudi (prose) dwoc goi la
tho”haibun’nhirng dong tho ndy dwoc ghi nhan nhw mét hanh trinh van tho
Nhat Bén. Déi khi ddng hanh déi khi don déc;nhirng nha tho ndy thwdng co
mot cung cach sbéng khac la va hay du hanh bang d&o,16i subi dé tim nguén
hirng va ho cling chdng mong cau ai che ch® hay bao vé ho, cudc sdng cua
ho 1a nhan cw va cho rang chang ¢ gi dang qui trén cdi doi nay,nhirng nha
tho thudc “trwdng-phai-haiku” wa thich nhivng thu tiéu khién ,ho coi chuyén
viét lach,tho t&r,ngdm,hoa 1a chau bau,tra dao,choi cay canh,got tid la nhirng
thi cong phu va day tinh nghé thuat cao.Nhirng nha tho haiku xem tho van
nhw com gao khéng thé thiéu dwoc trong doi sbng hang ngay cla ho.

M6t trong nhirng ctu canh cGa Thién Phat gido 1a nhan thirc cho du trong
cai chét.Bai tho haiku clia Bashd dwoc dién tad nhw sau:
Khi t6i Ién dwong
Tudi gia strc yéu
Gidc mo lang du van con do.
(When | was on my journey
Old by now and very ill

Dreams still wanderred on).
L&i tho tuy binh di nhwng phan anh dwoc mét tam hén kién tri,khdng mang
loi danh,b&i Bashé quan niém rang:” Bi chinh la sdng “d6 la mot sw tiép can
can thiét cho tam hdén va thé xac,nha tho hoa minh trong moi hoan
canh,séng thwc,sdng gan gui voi thién nhién va quan chung,Bashd da tir
khwoc tat cd dé du hanh va tim dén tanh khéng cla vién giac.Cho nén muén
c6 nhirtng dong tho siéu thoat ctia haiku,tanka, va renga thi phai séng va di,
dé tim thdy cai ngdu hing siéu viét nhw Bashd,Rotsii(1651-1739)va
Matsunaga Teitoku(1571-1653)Hai vi ndy chuyén x& dung thé tho Haibun va
Haikai 1& nhirng dong tho phiéu bat va hién thwec,ho séng nhw thién gia va
doi ho nhu ké khat thwe,nhd d6 ma tim dwoc ngudn cdm hing trong tho
cling nhw trong doi;that hiém co cho ddi nay!Vay tho haiku doi héi nhivng gi
dé thanh hinh, doi hdi moét sw gian don trong doi séng ,hai hoa vd&i thién
nhién van vat dé tu luyén tam than, dé dat t&i tanh khéng bién minh nhu mot
khat si dé tré thanh thién si va gieo vao hdn mét hung khi ké si.khéng nhin
doi dwdi moét lang kinh bi quan ma dwéi nhan quan vo vi ty tai nhw Bashd
va nhirng nha tho haiku khac véi mot tam thirc vo-lwong-tinh. Ay la nhivng
thé tho truyén thdng Nhat Bdn ma dworc truyén lwu cho téi ngay nay.Hay tim



thdy cai tuyét dinh trong tho haiku méi cdm nhan dwoc cai vo-thwdng-quan
cua no ./.

VO CONG LIEM (ab.ca 29 Apr 2010)
*Tho trong bai viét nayVCL phéng dich.
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