CAC NANG KIEU THE KY 21:

VIEC BUON BAN PHU NU VIET NAM
Dich D4 Van Phuc

Bai bao nay noi vé toi ac budn ngwdi va nhirng hau qua dbi voi phu niv Viét
Nam. Thém vao dé, sé cd hai bai vé cac hau qua cua viéc budn ngudi déi voi cac
lao né, va cac tré vi thanh nién gdbm cé cac em bé so sinh va tré nhé.

Thay Nguyén méc chiéc éo dai lua, deo hoa tai va vong xuyén Iap lanh. Khi
buéc vao lang qué nghéo khd, cé duoc moi ngudi vay quanh trém tré vé nhing
trang strc 16ng 1ay trén nguoi c6. Cé néi véi dan lang réng cac cd gai cla ho ciing sé
dwoc nhw ¢6, néu ho chiu theo buéc cta co, di Pai Loan dé tim céng &n viéc lam tot.

Bén than Nguyén ciing tteng la mét ¢6 gai qué da hy sinh dé giup d& gia dinh.
Gidng nhw chuyén “Nang Thay Kiéu” da béan minh chuéc cha. C6 da di theo mét phu
nir ciing trang phuc Iong 14y nhw cé ngay hém nay, dé dén Pai Loan tim viéc kiém
tién nudi séng gia dinh.

Thay Nguyén néi trén khéng phai la nguoi that, ma chi la mét hinh anh duwoc
nguwoi ta vé ra cia mot thiéu nt Viét Nam da bj sa vao cai bay cla &m muwu buén
ban phu nir ma nhirng gi xay ra sau dé la sy that va cé tinh chét tiéu biéu.

Theo wéc tinh ctia co quan UNICEF va céac t6 chirc khac, co khoang 400.000
phu nir va tré em Viét Nam da bj ban ra nwéc ngoai, hdu hét 1a sau khi chAm dut
Chién Tranh Lanh. Nhiéu phu ni, tré em Viét Nam bj ban qua C&m Bét, Trung Hoa,
Pai Loan, Nam Han, va Thai Lan dé phuc vu trong cac nha chira, lao déng cuéng
blrc trong cac xi nghiép, hay lam day t& tw nhan.

Ciing nhw cau chuyén cd Thay Nguyén trén, cac nan nhan nhan nhirng 1O
hra hen bip bom rang sé c6 cong an viéc lam, hodc qua sw két hon gian déi, hodc
qua nhirng co' quan tuyén nguoi va di dan hop phap hay bat hop phap. Bon buén
nguwoi dbéi khi nguy trang nhirng nan nhan cia chung thanh nhirng du khach, céng
nhan clGa nhirtng chwong trinh xuat cadng lao dong va rdi sé dwa ho dén cac nuéc
khac. Ho ciing tuyén cac ¢6 gai qua cac t6 chirc tim viéc va rdi ban cac co gai dang
thwong nay cho bon ti ba & Trung Cong va Ma Lai A. Ho ciing dung phuwong tién
internet dé Itra gat nan nhan.

Bi Mac Ket Trén X&r Nguwoi

Nhing gia dinh dong y cho con gai minh di nuéc ngoai dugc tré tee 150 cho
dén 450 d6 la, tuy theo dung mao va trinh tiét ctia cé gai. Sau doé, bon bubn nguoi sé
dwa nan nhan dén phi trwong ra di. Khi dén dat nuéc nguoi, ho duoc dwa vao mot
cén phong nhé va bj l4y hét cac gidy to tuy than.

Mot khi d& ra nwdc ngoai va bi vao vong kiém tda ctia bon buén nguo’l cac co
con trinh tiét s& dwoc dwa vao cac nha thé hay cac phong khach san dé cho doi
ngwoi khach mua hoa dau tién. Do suw tin twong rang giao cau voi gai trinh sé dem
lai nhiéu may mén, cung v&i sy an tdm rang gai trinh sé khéng lay truyén bénh AIDS
va cac bénh hoa Iiéu. Khach phai trd moét gia rat dat. Théng thwdng khach tra tor 300
dén 400 d6 la cho mét tuan &n ndm véi gai trinh. Sau dé, cac cd gai dwoc coi la “doé
vat da xai roi” va gia di khach chi con khoang 2 dollars mét 1an di khach.

Céc ¢b duoc duwra dén cac phong riéng biét trén lau. Thoat tién, Nguyén tudéng
rang dé la phong riéng ctia minh. Nhung khéng ngo, cé6 mot nguoi dan éng la vao
doi lam tinh véi ¢6. Khi Nguyén khéng cw, khach bé di. Nhung nguoi chd lai bude
vao 16i c6 xubng tdng hdm, dénh dap va nhét c6 noi ddy khéng cho &n ubng trong
nhiéu ngay.



Nguyén lic nay méi nhan thiree rdng minh khéng con s lwa chon nao ngoai
viéc phai theo Iénh chi dé duoc séng sét. Nha thé, noi d& mua co, da lay hét cac
gidy to tuy than cda co. Vi thé néu cé trén di, thi sé bj bét giam vi la dan lau. B sa
bay va cb Iap, ¢ bi budc phaéi tiép khéch khodng 10 l&n trong mét ngay. Va chi duoc
mién khi c6 dén ky kinh nguyét.

Céc c6 gai nd lé tinh duc nay phai lam viéc cho dén Ilic ho trd xong mén no
ma khach d4 b ra mua ho. D6 la cac khoan tién “no” ma gia dinh ho da nhan dwoc,
coéng thém tién (rng trwéc cho cac cb, tién vé may bay, di chuyén, an &...Tuy thé,
khong phai don gian dau. Vi cai tién no’ nay cr tang theo cac khoan nubi an, tién 4o
quan, tién thubc men va ca tién phi tén pha thai...

Qua céch tinh nay, chl nhan cac nha thd sé lwu gitv cac cb 1au dai, cho dén
khi cac co da tré thanh qua gia, qua bénh hoan dé co thé hap dan khach lang choi.

Cudc sbng trong cac nha thd rat tan bao. Bon chl chira mudn danh dap cac
c0 luc nao ciing dwgc. Tham chi con dung ca roi dién dé hanh ha. Khi cac co tir chdi
tiép khach, bon ching tiém ma tay dé cac cé phai tong phuc. Ddi véi nhirng gia cha
nudi cac cd lam day t&, thi tinh trang cling chdng dé dai gi hon. Trong nhiéu trudng
hop, cac ¢d bi nhuc ma, tra tAn vé tinh than va thé xac. Ba c6 nhiéu trwdng hop cac
c6 bi cudng hiép va bd doi.

Tron Thoat va Cac Sw Tro Giup

Mét hém, c6 Nguyén nghe lén duroc cac cbd géi khac ban chuyén trén thoat.
Ho ban tinh rét ky luéng, nhung chi cé hai cé thoat duoc nhé sw tro gitp clia mot té
chirc Phi Chinh Pha (NGO). Nguyén va cac cé gai thiéu may méan bj bét lai béi cdnh
sat dja phwong va bj tra vé lai nha chira.

Trong khi nhiém vu ctia Canh Sat va cac co quan thAm quyén la giip d& nan
nhan cta nan bubn ngudi, thi da phan ho vwéng vao sy tham nhiing. Cac Té chre
Phi Chinh Phua cap quoc gia hay quoc té cb gang dua ra nhirng chwong trinh ctru
gilip cac nan nhan bang cac duwéng dién thoai “néng” va cac noi tam tri an toan. T
chirc Qudc Té vé Di Tru (International Organization for Migration-lOM) ciing c6 nhigu
nd lwc gitp d& cac nan nhan.

Tu ST Nguyén Van Hung la mét trong nhivng 1anh dao céac td chirc bat vi loi da
nhan giai thwéng cho nhirtng cb gang clia 6ng chéng lai nan budn ngudi. Theo bao
dién t&r OneViet, Cha Hung da ctru vét dwoc hon 2000 nan nhan dem vé nudi
dwéng tai noi tam tri do Cha lap ra. Tuy nhién, khéng phai cac nan nhan déu may
man dugc cha Hung clru thoat. Va van nan khoéng chi gidi han trong vai quéc gia, ma
theo cha Hung: “la mét van nan clia nhan loai, cla quyén lam ngudi’.

Sw Giup b& Twr Hoa Ky

Theo ba Lisa Lynn Chapman, Giam DPbéc Co Quan Dich Vu Gidi Thoat
(Survivor Sevices Department) ctia Boat People SOS (BPSOS), tuy rang viéc budn
ngu®i khéng phai la van dé clia Hoa Ky, nhwng ciling da cé trwdng hop ma nan nhan
da dwoc budn ban dén dat My.

Ba néi: “"Ho bi ban dén My qua nhiéu hinh thirc. Théng thuéng 1a sw hira hen
c6 viéc lam tbt va cé phwong cach dé giup d& gia dinh bén Viét Nam”.

Nhwng bat hanh thay, mét khi dén Hoa Ky, ho bi buéc phai lam viéc trong
nhirng diéu kién nhw lao né, khéng dwoc trd lwong, khong dwoc rdi khéi noi 1am
viéc, va bi doa hanh hung vé thé xac ciing nhw nhitng diéu phwong hai cho gia dinh
& Viét Nam. Cac c6 gai ciing bi budc 1am gai diém, vi ni¥ khéa than, hay phuc vu
trong nhirng ky nghé tinh duc.



M6t cach khac la qua viéc hén nhan. Thay vi dén My dé lay chdng, cac co bi
ép vao cac nghé khac ma khéng dwoc tra lwong. Ho khéng dwoc hoc Anh ngir, va
khéng cho tiép xuc véi Cong Pong Viét Nam. Ho sdng kiép nd 1&. Day ciing 1a hinh
thirc budn nguwdi va 1a cach théng thwong nhét.

DPbi v&i cac nan nhan Viét Nam, c6 nhiéu cach cho ho dé tim dwoc sw giup
do.

Ba Chapman noéi: “Quy vij c6 thé goi BPSOS-Co Quan Dich Vu Giai Thoat s6
dién thoai (703) 538-2190. Chung t6i sé& giup d& nhirng gi quy vi can dén. Chung toi
mudn bdo d&m rang nhirng ngudi Viét Nam (dan éng, dan ba, hay tré em) c6 duwoc
noi trong cay néu ho bij roi vao cac tinh trang trén.

Ba Chapman cho hay, nan nhan ciing cé thé goi s 911 cho Canh Sat My. Ho
nén ké rd rang cau chuyén cla ban than minh va Canh Sat sé tim cho ho nhirng
ngudn gitp d&. Ho ciing cé thé goi dién thoai hotline cho noi tam trd danh cho nan
nhan cua nan bao hanh trong gia dinh.

Ngay nay, c6 Nguyén da tré vé Viét Nam nhw mét nhén vién tuyén mo bét déc
di cda bon tu ba, sé& khanh do sw de doa cua bon nay. Khi c6 budc trén nhing con
duong nhé hep clia mét Thi Trén, ¢6 nhin cac c6 gai di qua, c¢6 nh& lai chinh minh
mét ¢6 gai nghéo it hoc, da tuwong rang minh hy sinh dé giup dé cho gia dinh khé
hon. Va cé da tw van rang néu ngay do, c6 thoat dwgc cung nhém cac c¢é gai kia, thi
sw viéc da xoay chuyén thé nao ? Hodc néu cé da duoc mét Cha  Hung gidp do ?

Chu thich: Nhirng doan viét nghiéng la cau chuyén lam nén cho van dé duoc
néu ra.



21° Century Kieus:
Vietnamese Women and Human Trafficking (Pt. I)

This article is the first of a two-part series dealing with the crime of human
trafficking and its effects on Vietnamese women. In addition, two future articles will
examine the effects of human trafficking on Vietnamese guest workers and on
minors, both babies and children.

_ By Jaehee Park
Thuy Nguyen is wearing a silk dress, gold earrings,
% and jingling bracelets. Stepping into a bucolic Vietnamese
hamlet, Nguyen is quickly surrounded by Vvillagers
admiring her finery. Nguyen tells them that their daughters
can become like her if they follow her to Taiwan, where
they will find good jobs and lodging.
Nguyen herself remembers being a daughter trying

~to do right by her struggling family, just like in “The Tale of
Kieu”, the Vietnamese epic poem about a young woman
sacrificing herself to save her loved ones. Nguyen once
followed to Taiwan a lady dressed as splendidly then as
she herself is now, in order to earn money to support her
family.

While Nguyen is not a real person, but rather a
composite portrait of young Vietnamese women caught in
the trap of human trafficking, her experiences are all too typical and real. According
to UNICEF and other organizations, as many as 400.000 Vietnamese women and
children have been trafficked overseas, most since the end of the Cold War. Many
Vietnamese women and girls are trafficked to Cambodia, Taiwan, China, South
Korea, and Thailand for commercial sexual exploitation, forced labor as factory
workers, or domestic servants.

As depicted in the story of Nguyen, victims are recruited through false
promises of employment, as well as through fraudulent marriages and licensed and
unlicensed migrant labor recruiting agencies. Traffickers will sometimes disguise
victims as tourists or workers under a labor export program and traffic them to other
countries, or recruit girls through job service centers and then sell them to gangs
based in the People’s Republic of China and Malaysia. Others use Internet chat
rooms to lure prospective victims.

Trapped Abroad

Families that agree to send their daughters abroad are paid $150 to $450,
depending on each victim’s attractiveness and virginity. After haggling over prices, a
more senior trafficker takes Nguyen and the new victims to the airport. Upon arrival in
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the country of destination, Nguyen and the others are led to a small room where all
their documents and passports are taken.

Once overseas and under the traffickers’ control, virgins are confined to a
brothel or hotel room until the first client comes. Based on the belief that sex with a
virgin has rejuvenating effects, her first client is charged a huge amount. Advertised
as “special commodities”, virgins are also attractive in that they are less likely to
have AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases. The customer usually pays from
$300 to $400 to have sex with the victim for one week. Afterwards, the girl is
considered “used goods”, and her value drops to as little as $2.00 per encounter.

The girls are sent to separate rooms upstairs. At first, Nguyen thinks that this
must be her room. However, a man she’s never seen comes in and tries to have sex
with her. When Nguyen refuses, the man storms out. Her boss comes in and drags
her down to the basement, where he beats her and confines her without any food for
days.

Nguyen, a small-town girl who has been trafficked abroad, realizes that she
has no alternative but to go along with her captors in order to survive. The brothel
owner to whom she has been sold has taken all her documents, so she cannot go
anywhere without being caught and jailed. Trapped and isolated, she is forced to
serve as many as 10 customers a day, with breaks only when she has her period.

The enslaved girls must stay until they have repaid their purchasers for their
“debt” (this includes the money the families were paid, which is considered an
advance on the girl’'s earnings, as well as transportation fees, food, and shelter).
However, this is not easy, since their debt constantly increases due to inflated
“expenses” their captor charges them for food, clothing, medical costs, and
abortions. By keeping the girls on this debt treadmill, a brothel owner can usually hold
them prisoner until they become too old or too ill to attract customers.

Life in the brothels is generally brutal. The owners may frequently beat the
trafficked women, and even give them electric shocks. When a girl refuses to sleep
with a man, they may inject her with drugs that make her incoherent and compliant.
Other “employers”, such as factory owners or “ordinary” couples who keep the girls
as maids, are often no easier to survive under. In many cases, verbal abuse, mental
torture, and physical abuse are reported. In more extreme cases, the torment can
include sexual abuse, rape, and starvation.

Escapes & Assistance

One day, Nguyen overhears a few girls talking about running away. The girls
plan their escape very carefully, but only two of them succeed, thanks in part to the
efforts of a non-governmental organization (NGO) devoted to assisting victims of
human trafficking. Nguyen and another girl are forcibly returned to the brothel by a
police officer, a frequent patron.

While law enforcement officers and other authorities can sometimes be
counted on to assist trafficking victims, too often they are corrupt. NGOs, whether
national or international, try to fill the gap in many countries with projects aimed at
providing trafficking victims with safe houses and emergency hotlines. Global
organizations such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM) also render
assistance to trafficking victims.

Reverend Nguyen Van Hung is one of many leaders of nonprofits to have
received awards for anti-trafficking efforts. His volunteers have established a shelter
in Taiwan to help trafficking victims. According to Oneviet, an online Vietnamese



news site, Father Hung’s shelter has saved or sheltered more than 2.000 victims.
However, not all trafficked victims have a “Father Hung” to save them. And the
problem is certainly not limited to only a few countries. “This”, Father Hung told the
Pacific News Service, “is not an American problem or a Vietnamese problem. It's a
human problem, a human rights problem”.

Getting Help in America

Although trafficking is not an “American problem”, it is still quite possible for a
Vietnamese person to end up trafficked to the United States, according to Lisa Lynn
Chapman, director of the Survivor Services Department of the national nonprofit Boat
People SOS (BPSOS).

“People find themselves trafficked in the United States in several ways”,
Chapman told this reporter. “Commonly, people are enticed to come here with the
promise of a good job and a way to help their family in Vietnam”.

Unfortunately, according to Chapman, when the victims arrive, they are forced
to work in near or at slavery conditions not being paid, not allowed to leave the
worksite, and threatened with physical harm to themselves or their family still in
Vietnam. Or they are forced to work in illegal brothels, strip clubs, and other sex-
oriented industries.

“Another common way for women to be trafficked is through marriage a
woman may be brought over and married, but then forced to work in the family
business for no pay”, added Chapman. “She is not allowed to learn English and is
isolated from the community and treated as a slave in her own home. This also is
trafficking and is very common”.

For Viethamese victims of trafficking, there are many ways to find help.

“You can call the BPSOS Survivor Services Department at (703) 538-2190,
and we can help get you to the resources you need”, said Chapman. "Here at
BPSOS we want to help ensure that Viethamese men, women, and children have
somewhere to turn if they find themselves in this situation”.

According to Chapman, trafficked Viethamese also have the option of dialing
the police at 911. Trafficking victims need to explain their story to the officers, after
which the police should help connect victims to the needed resources. Calling a
domestic violence shelter hotline is also an alternative, because in many US states
and cities there are people and organizations with the same mission as Father Hung.
Today, Nguyen is back in Vietnam on a recruiting trip, an unwilling recruiter for the
pimp who has threatened to beat her. As she walks the narrow lanes of a small town,
in every young girl who passes by, she sees herself the uneducated, unworldly girl
who believed her sacrifice could help her family become happier. And she asks
herself, how different things could have been had she escaped with the other girls. If
only she had had a Father Hung of her own.



