
Phong tuïc taäp quaùn 

THÔØ KÍNH VAØ CUÙNG TEÁ ÑEÅ NHÔÙ ÔN TOÅ TIEÂN 

  Cuø Hoøa Phong 
 
 Lôøi toøa soaïn: 

 - Ñaõ nhieàu naêm lieàn Coäng Ñoàng ngöôøi Vieät haûi ngoaïi khaép nôi treân theá giôùi noùi chung, rieâng  
taïi Thaønh Phoá Houston haøng naêm toå chöùc teá leã theo phong tuïc coå truyeàn boán ngaøy leã lôùn: Gioã Quoác Toå 
Huøng Vöông, Ñaûn sinh Traàn Höng Ñaïo, Nhôù Ôn Hai Baø Tröng, Ñaët bieät laø Kyû Nieäm Chieán Thaéng 
Ñoáng Ña Lòch Söû Muøng Naêm thaùng Gieâng  naêm Kyû Daäu 1789  vaø Leã Teá Vua Quang Trung hay coøn goïi 
laø Teát Ñoáng Ña. Naêm nay  nhaân gaàn ñeán ngaøy Kyû Nieäm Hai Baø Tröng vaø Leã Gioã Ñöùc Quoác Toå Huøng 
Vöông , theo yeâu caàu ngaøy caøng nhieàu cuûa giôùi treû muoán hieåu bieát veà caùc phong tuïc coå truyeàn mang yù 
nghóa cao caû vaø toát ñeïp,  neân chuùng toâi maïo muoäi vieát khaùi quaùt  qua hình thöùc thôø kính vaø leã teá coå 
truyeàn theo phong tuc taäp quaùn Vieät  maø Toå Tieân OÂng Baø ñaõ gìn giöõ vaø Toå Chöùc  haøng ngaøn naêm qua 
treân ñaát Toå queâ Cha. Ñoù laø Leã Teá , moät phong tuïc, moät truyeàn thoáng toát ñeïp caàn   phaùt huy vaø gìn giöõ. 
 - Ngöôøi Vieät chuùng ta rôøi Toå Quoác ra ñi vaø ñeán nhöõng ñaát nöôùc töï do , tuy nhieân trong cuoäc 
soáng haøng ngaøy luùc naøo cuõng nhôù ñeán queâ höông, vaø moãi ngöôøi trong chuùng ta ñeàu mong moûi laøm ñöôïc 
gì cho queâ Cha Ñaát Toå. 
  

Tröôùc khi noùi ñeán thôø kính vaø teá leã toå tieân,  xin ñöôïc noùi qua veà lòch söû Ñöùc Quoác Toå Huøng 
Vöông  ngöôøi khai saùng daân toäc Vieät  ñaõ hôn 4888 naêm tröôùc vaø toàn taïi ñeán ngaøy nay. 
 Tröôc tieân xin quyù vò haõy laéng ñoïng taâm tö  trong vaøi giaây phuùt ñeå tìm veà coäi nguoàn daân toäc  
Vieät qua ngaøy Gioã Toå maø chuùng ta thöôøng goïi laø Teá Toå Vua Huøng  Vöông, vaø ñaõ giöõ ñöôïc truyeàn 
thoáng  haøng ngaøn naêm qua ; Nghi leã haøng naêm ñöôïc toå chöùc  vaøo ngaøy muøng möôøi thaùng ba  (AÂm 
Lòch). 
 Theo huyeàn thoaïi, yeáu toá tröôøng toàn cuûa daân toäc Vieät: 
 a- Huyeàn thoaïi Haùn Toäc: goàm  tam Hoaøng laø Hoaøng Ñeá, Thaàn Noâng vaø Phuïc Hy. 
 b- Huyeàn thoaïi cuûa Vieät Toäc: 
 Vaøo thôøi laäp quoác, nöôùc ta teân laø nöôùc Vaên Lang, caùc Vau ta teân laø Huøng Vöông, hoï Hoàng 
Baøng, Quoác Toå Huøng Vöông theo truyeàn thuyeát khai môû hoï Hoàng Baøng  laø Kinh Döông Loäc Tuïc con 
trai Vua Ñeá Minh (laø chaùu 3 ñôøi cuûa Vua Thaàn Noâng) laøm Vua nöôùc Xùich Quyû  
 (vaøo khoaûng naêm 2879 tröôùc Taây Lòch) laáy con gaùi cuûa Ñoäng Ñình Quaân  laø Long Nöõ, sinh ra Suøng 
Laõm töùc Vua Laïc Long Quaân. Vua Laïc Long Quaân laáy naøng AÂu Cô sinh ñöôïc 100 ngöôøi con trai , Vua 
Laïc Long Quaân noùi vôùi AÂu Cô : 
 “Ta laø gioáng Roàng, naøng laø gioáng Tieân  aên ôû vôùi nhau khoâng ñöôïc, nay ñöôïc 100 con, naøng ñem 
50 ñöùa leân non, coøn ta ñem 50 ñöùa xuoáng bieån Nam Haûi” 
 Roài phong cho ngöôøi con tröôûng laøm Vua laáy teân nöôùc laø Vaên Lang xöng laø Huøng Vöông, töùc 
Quoác Toå  cuûa daân toäc Vieät Nam ta ngaøy nay.Hoï Hoàng Baøng laøm Vua ñöôïc 18 ñôøi  ñoùng ñoâ ôû Phong 
Chaâu (nay thuoäc huyeän Baïch Haït, tænh Vónh Yeân Baéc Vieät) ñoù laø nôi xuaát phaùt  ñaàu tieân cuûa caùc saéc 
daân  ñaõ kieán taïo ra ngöôøi Vieät Nam, thôøi aáy Vua Huøng chia nöôùc ra laøm 15 boä vaø ñaët ra pheùp trò nöôùc 
laâu daøi. 
 Thôøi kyø sô khai  laäp quoác chöa coù chöõ vieát   chæ coù truyeàn khaåu, neân söû saùch ngaøy nay khoâng 
coøn ghi laïi ñöôïc nhieàu veà thôøi ñaïi hoï Hoàng Baøng, tuy nhieân trong khoaûng thôøi gian daøi 2622 naêm ñoù 
(töø 2879 TTL ñeán naêm 257 TTL) coøn löu truyeàn nhieàu truyeàn thuyeát nhö  Phuø Ñoãng Thieân Vöông, söï 
tích Traàu Cau,  Sôn Tinh - Thuûy Tinh, An Tieâm vaø quaû döa haáu, Baùnh Daày - Baùnh Chöng, Tröông Chi 
– Mî Nöông v.v… 
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 Ñeán ñôøi Huøng Vöông thöù 18  (trò vì ñöôïc 2621 naêm) hoï Hoàng Baøng bò nhaø Thuïc (Thuïc Phaùn) 
cöôùp ngoâi (257 TTL) Thuïc Phaùn laøm Vua laáy hieäu laø An Döông Vöông vaø ñaët teân nöôùc laø AÂu Laïc 
(töùc AÂu Cô – Laïc Long Quaân) vì nhôù coâng ôn  ñaõ daøy coâng döïng nöôùc “AÊn quaû nhôù keû troàng caây, 
uoáng nöôùc nhôù nguoàn”  vaø ñoàng thôøi laäp ñeàn thôø Ñöùc Quoác Toå  Huøng Vöông treân nuùi Nguõ Lónh  vuøng 
Coå Tích, laøng Hi Cöông, huyeän Sôn Vò, phuû Laâm Thao, Tænh Phuù Thoï – Baéc Phaàn, vaø haøng naêm Muøng 
Möôøi thaùng Ba  (tieát Thanh Minh) ñích thaân Nhaø Vua, , trieàu thaàn vaø caû daân chuùng  ñeán Teá Leã, chieâm 
baùi vaø cuõng keå töø aáy ngaøy  Gioå  Ñöùc Quoác Toå  Huøng Vöông ñöôïc  xeáp vaøo baät nhaát  goïi laø Quoác Teá ( 
Quoác laø Toå Quoác, Teá laø Teá Leã nghóa laø Toå Quoác Teá Leã) vaø cuøng haøng ngaøn naêm qua  traåy hoäi Ñeàn 
Huøng  ñöôïc toå chöùc töø möôøi ngaøy ñeán nöûa thaùng thaät long troïng vaø vó ñaïi . 
 
I- THÔØ KÍNH 
         “CHIM COÙ TOÅ NGÖÔØI COÙ TOÂNG” 
         Moãi ngöôøi trong chuùng ta ñeàu do Cha Meï sinh ra, vaø phaûi coù gia ñình, vaø moãi gia ñình  ñeàu coù 
doøng hoï ( goàm coù OÂng Baø Noäi Ngoaïi, Cha Meï, Anh Em, Baùc Chuù, Coâ Dì, Caäu Môï, Baø Con…) vaø doøng 
hoï naøo cuõng coù Toå Tieân (Toå Toâng) ñaõ khai saùng doøng hoï mình; Cuõng nhö moãi moät nöôùc (quoác gia) ñeàu 
coù toå tieân ñaõ daøy coâng döïng nöôùc vaø giöõ nöôùc nhö nöôùc Vieät Nam ta laø Kinh Döông Loäc Tuïc; Toå tieân 
laø nhöõng vò ñaõ daøy coâng khai saùng ñaát nöôùc, khai saùng doøng hoï vaø toàn taïi ñeán ngaøy nay. 
         ÔÛ thôøi ñaïi môùi, nhaát laø giôùi treû goác Vieät soáng ôû caùc nöôùc phöông taây, AÂu Myõ ñaõ queân laõng 
vieäc thôø kính toå tieân, kî chaïp maø chæ chuù taâm vaøo vieäc aên chôi hoaëc cuõng coøn chæ nhôù kyû nieäm naøy 
sinh cuûa mình; Thaäm chí  ngaøy sinh hoaëc ngaøy töû cuûa Cha Meï laø ngöôøi sinh ra mình, mang naëng ñeû 
ñau chín thaùng 10 ngaøy nuoâi naáng daïy doã cho ñeán khi khoân lôùn maø coøn queân thì laøm gì coøn bieát  ñeán 
OÂng Baø Toå Tieân laø ai maø kính thôø nhan khoùi, coù ngöôøi khi Cha Meï coøn soáng ñaõ lôùn tuoåi khoâng coøn 
laøm ñöôïc vieäc, sôï ôû trong nhaø gaây baát tieän neân ñem göûi vaøo vieän döôõng laõo ñeå raûnh rang toå chöùc tieäc 
tuøng nhaûy nhoùt, hay ngaøy nghæ ruû nhau ñi nghæ maùt, chöù Cha Meï ôû  trong nhaø vöôùng baän vì phaûi lo  
phuïc vuï, hoaëc coù moät soá raát ít    hoïc laøm trí thöùc vung vít ñi ñaâu cuõng daïy ñôøi nhöng xem vieäc cuùng teá 
Toå Tieân Anh Huøng (chim coù Toå, ngöôøi coù Toâng) laø boån phaän laøm ngöôøi “Uoáng Nöôùc Nhôù Nguoàn” laïi 
cho laø loãi thôøi,  thöôøng thuyeát giaùo: neân toå chöùc nhaûy ñaàm aên chôi thì môùi taäp trung ñöôïc giôùi treû,  qui 
tuï  ñöôïc moïi ngöôøi (caâu noùi naøy daønh cho caùc baïn treû traû lôøi) v.v… vaø v.v… 
Gaãm cho cuøng, chuùng ta raát may maén ñöôïc  Cha Meï sinh ra treân coõi ñôøi naøy vaø treân moät ñaát nöôùc 
troïng nhaân nghóa, tuy Vieät Nam laø moät ñaát nöôùc noäi chieán vaø ngoaïi xaâm lieân mieân  nhöng luoân coá giöõ  
gìn phong tuïc vaø  truyeàn thoáng : 
“Coâng Cha nhö nuùi Thaùi Sôn, 
Nghóa Meï nhö nöôùc trong nguoàn chaûy ra. 
Moät loøng thôø Meï kính Cha  
Cho troïn chöõ HIEÁU môùi laø ñaïo con.” 
 
           TÖØ ÑÖÔØNG VAØ BAØN THÔØ TOÅ TIEÂN 
 
                

    Baøn Thôø 3 taàng vaø quang caûnh tröôùc khi teá leã töôûng nieäm Vua Quang Trung  
 
           NHAØ TÖØ ÑÖÔØNG: Moãi doøng hoï ñeàu coù Toå tieân  vaø moãi gia toäc ñeàu coù Töø Ñöôøng. Thöôøng thì 
trong luùc cuùng gioã hay tuï hoïp nhìn vaøo thì coù theå bieát ñöôïc  doøng hoï ñoù ngheøo hay giaøu, ñoâng con chaùu 
hay ít oûi bôûi leõ giaøu thì toå chöùc rình rang, con chaùu tuï hoïp ñoâng thì doøng hoï coù phöôùc …coøn ngöôïc laïi 
thì… Nhaø töø ñöôøng thöôøng thì nhaø cuûa Tröôûng Toäc phaûi khang trang roäng raõi  vì ñoù laø nôi thöôøng hay 
tuï hoïp cuûa hoï haøng nhö cuùng gioã, hoäi hoïp, soaïn gia phaû, chaïp moä, teá hieäp…Ngöôøi Tröôûng toäc ñöôïc 
thöøa höôûng ruoäng nöông, höông hoûa vaø taøi saûn cuûa ngöôøi tröôùc ñeå laïi, neáu coù sinh ra lôïi nhuaän thì sung 
vaøo vieäc thôø cuùng toâng toäc. 
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              BAØN THÔØ TOÅ TIEÂN: Baøn thôø Toå Tieân ñaïi khaùi ñöôïc traàn thieát  goàm coù 3 baøn            
      thôø rieâng nhö sau:      

         Baøn thôø chính giöõa: lôùn hôn vaø cao hôn baøn thôø hai beân,  goàm  hai hoaëc 3 taàng, taàng cao 
nhaát thôø cao toå laø ngöôøi saùng laäp doøng hoï tyû nhö hoï Traàn hay hoï Leâ hay hoï Nguyeãn…taàng thöù hai 
laø thôø vò Toå ñaõ khai saùng doøng hoï treân vuøng ñaát ñang cö nguï vaø taàng thaáp laø ñaët boä tam hay boä nguõ 
(( boä tam goàm baøi vò ôû giöõa hai beân laø 2 caây ñeøn caày ( ñeøn saùp vì ôû caùc nöôùc chaâu AÙ hay laøm baèng 
saùp ong), boä nguõ goàm  ôû giöõa laø moät Ñænh baèng ñoàng hay thau treân naép coù con laân, laân laø bieåu 
töôïng cuûa nhaø Vua maø cuõng laø bieåu töôïng cho sö  may maén an laønh neân coù tieäc tuøng ngöôøi ta hay 
muùa laân ) hai beân coù hai ñóa hoa quaû vaø ngoaøi cuøng laø 2 caây ñeøn caày, ngoaøi ra coøn coù xoâi cheø hay 
gaø vòt ñaõ laøm thaønh thöùc aên…)). 
         Baøn thôø hai beân: cuõng töông töï nhö baøn thôø giöõa nhöng nhoû hôn vaø chæ coù moät taàng vaø caùch 
traàn thieát cuõng töông töï , baøn thôø beân traùi thôø ngöôøi thaân beân noäi vaø baøn thôø beân phaûi thôø ngöôøi 
thaân beân ngoaïi… 
    THÔØ KÍNH VAØ THIEÁT LAÄP GIA PHAÛ (  Phaû Toäc hay Phaû Heä...) 
         Thôø OÂng Baø khoâng phaûi laø toân giaùo maø laø moät truyeàn thoáng, moät phong tuïc taäp quaùn laø moät 
boån phaän  hieän thöïc cuûa ngöôøi hieän taïi toân kính vaø nhôù ôn ñoái vôùi tieàn nhaân coù thaät 100/100 ñaõ daøy 
coâng saùng laäp doøng hoï hay daân toäc, baûo veä vaø sinh toàn ñeán hoâm nay. Coøn toân giaùo laø  tin vaøo moät 
ñaáng linh thieâng maøu nhieäm maét thöôøng khoâng nhìn thaáy ñöôïc. 
         Ngaøy xöa coù doøng hoï oâng Toå laø vò khai hoang laäp aáp nhöõng nôi hoang daõ aên ôû laâu daàn con 
chaùu sinh soâi naåy nôû nguyeân laøng, nguyeân buoâng, nguyeân toäc neân  trong hoï laäp ra toå laøng hay toå 
ñình xaây döïng moät ñình laáy Hoï ñaët teân ñình v.v… vaø trong ñình cuõng traàn thieát nhö trong  gia ñình  
nhöng coù theâm 2 caây loïng, coù lieãn , coù ñoái coù hoaønh phi hoaëc coù saéc Vua ban… 
         Coù Toå doøng hoï sinh tieàn laøm Quan ñöôïc Nhaø Vua ban thí cho ñaát ñai nguyeân vuøng vaø con 
chaùu qui taäp caøy caáy khi qui tieân ñöôïc caû hoï laäp Ñình thôø hoaëc ñöôïc Vua saéc phong laø thaàn , haøng 
naêm ñeán tam kyø thu teá caû laøng vaø doøng hoï ñeán gieát heo, moå boø cuùng leã nhan khoùi linh ñình, ñaõi 
ñaèng ñeán hai hay ba ngaøy  nhieàu khi coøn thueâ caû ñoaøn haùt ñeán bieåu dieãn hai ba ñeâm, hoaëc thueâ laøm 
caû caây phaùo boâng cao ñeán 5 hoaëc 10 meùt (khoaûng töø 20 ñeán 40 ft) ñeå ñoát,  phaùo noå haøng tieáng ñoàng 
hoà saùng röïc caû khuoâng vieân saân ñình thaät laø “raïng rôõ muoân daân, vinh döï cho doøng toäc”.  Ngoaøi vieäc 
thôø kính moãi doøng hoï coøn coù Gia Phaû hay Toâng Chi toäc hoï cuûa minh, cuoán Gia Phaû nhaèm ghi laïi 
lòch söû khi sinh tieàn cuûa töøng ngöôøi con trai  “Nhaát NAM vieát töû ”, rieâng con gaùi thì chæ ghi moät ñôøi 
cuûa ngöôøi ñoù cuøng ngöôøi choàng khoâng ghi con caùi hoaëc chaùu chaéc vì “Thaäp Nöõ Vieát Voâ” vaø Gia 
Phaû ñöôïc löu giöõ töø ñôøi naøy ñeán ñôøi kia vaø cho  hieän taïi cuõng nhö maõi maõi veà sau. Lòch söû töøng caù 
nhaân trong  doøng hoï ghi raát chi tieát khoâng boû soùt moät ngöôøi naøo goïi laø GIA PHAÛ: Haøng naêm vaøo 
ngaøy Teá Hieäp cuûa doøng toäc  ngöôøi tröôûng toäc muoán môû cuoán gia phaû ñeå nhaät tu hoïaêc caù nhaân naøo 
muoán tìm hieåu ñôøi naøo thì phaûi leân nhan ñeøn khaán vaùi xong  tröôûng toäc môùi ñöôïc môû gia phaû vaø coù 
ngöôøi trong doøng hoï ñoïc vaø tu söûa. Thöôøng thì ngöôøi naøo vieát chöõ ñeïp hay phuï traùch, hoaêïc ngöôøi 
naøo tö chaát xöùng ñaùng ñöôïc vinh döï caû hoï cöû phuï traùch bôûi leõ chöõ vieát ñeå ñôøi ñaâu theå naøo ngöôøi 
khoâng ra gì  laïi ñöôïc vieát gia phaû?! 

         Vaäy moãi ngöôøi trong chuùng ta ai cuõng coù Toå Tieân, OÂng Baø Noäi Ngoaïi, Cha Meï, Anh Chò 
Em… 

                                      “Caây coù goác môùi nôû caønh xanh ngoïn, 
                                       Nöôùc coù nguoàn môùi beå roäng soâng saâu. 

                                             Ngöôøi ta nguoàn goác nhôø ñaâu? 
                                       Coù Cha coù Meï, roài sau coù mình.” 
         Neân laøm ngöôøi phaûi luoân nhôù thôø kính Toå Tieân, Cha Meï, haøng ngaøy neân ñoát moät neùn nhang 
vaø daønh vaøi phuùt ñeå töôûng nhôù neáu OÂng Baø ñaõ maát vaø taän taâm phuïc vuï haøng ngaøy cuøng toû loøng 
hieáu thaûo vôùi OÂng Baø Cha Meï khi coøn soáng vaø cuøng luoân nhaéc nhôû con caùi luoân giöõ gìn gia caùch. 

Phong tuïc taäp quaùn Vieät & Anh -  Cuø Hoøa Phong  2/2005 – Aát Daäu (4884  Vieät Lòch) 3



II- TEÁ LEÃ COÅ TRUYEÀN: 
Haàu heát trong chuùng ta ai cuõng ít nhieàu hieåu veà cuùng teá tuy nhieân lôùp treû xa xöù chöa hieåu taïi 

sao phaûi cuùng teá nhaát laø Teá Ñöùc Quoác Toå Huøng Vöông vaø caùc vò Ñaïi Anh Huøng Daân toäc khaùc nhö 
Höng Ñaïo Ñaïi Vöông, Ñaïi Ñeá Quang Trung, Hai Baø Tröng. .. Ñoù laø traùch nhieäm vaø theå hieän vieäc Thôø 
Kính Toå Tieân cuaû moãi ngöôøi trong Coäng ñoàng ngöôøi Vieät tha höông cuûa chuùng ta.  Xin löôïc qua Lòch 
Söû trong ngaøy ñaêng quang cuaû Vua Leâ Lôïi, Nguyeãn Traõi ñaõ noùi “Vaät goác ôû Trôøi, Ngöôøi goác ôû Toå” , 
hoaëc tuïc ngöõ  Vieät coù caâu: “Chim Coù Toå, ngöôøi coù Toâng, Caây coù Coäi, nöôùc coù nguoàn”,  neân chuùng ta laø 
con chaùu duø ôû phöông trôøi naøo cuõng kính nhôù Toå Tieân baèng caùch Thôø Kính vaøTeá Leã laø ñeå taùn tuïng 
coâng ñöùc, haïnh ñoä, giaûi baøy tình nghóa, toû loøng bieát ôn vaø caàu xin söï phuø hoä, giuùp ñôõ cuaû tieàn nhaân vôùi 
con chaùu hieän taïi .  

Trong  Leã Teá Coå Truyeàn coù raát nhieàu hình thöùc nhö: 
Vua Chuaù thì teá Trôøi Ñaát ñeå caàu xin phuø hoä nöôùc thònh, daân cöôøng. 
Xuaát traän thì Töôùng só teá côø caàu mong ñöôïc chieán thaéng vinh quang, 
Ñình Mieáu thì teá thaàn linh xin phuø hoä möa thuaän, gioù hoaø, muaø maøng töôi toát daân chuùng yeân 

bình. 
Trieàu thaàn thì teá Quoác Toå, Traàn Höng Ñaïo, Quang Trung, Hai Baø Tröng vaø caùc Vò Thaùnh nhaân, 

Anh Huøng … ñeå toû loøng bieát ôn vaø toân kính. 
Vôï choàng thì teá OÂng Tô Baø nguyeät xe tô duyeân thaém haïnh phuùc troïn ñôøi...  

 
Nhöõng Phaåm Vaät trong Leã Teá theo phong tuïc Coå Truyeàn goàm: 
- TAM SINH (sinh vaät soáng) Traâu, Heo, Deâ 
- TAM BÖÛU ( Hoa – Röôïu – Traø) 
- NGUÕ HAØNH ( Kim – Moäc – Thuûy – Hoûa – Thoå) 

1- Kim  : 1 Thaàn Kieám ( Thaàn kieám töôïng tröng cho khai quoác) 
2- Thuûy: 1 chung nöôùc maën töôïng tröng cho tình thöông bao la chan hoøa beå       caû) 

 1 chung nöôùc ngoït (töôïng tröng nguoàn goác khai nguyeân) 
3- Moäc  : - MAI töôïng tröng cho Nam ( con trai) 
     - LAN töôïng tröng cho Nöõ   (con gaùi ) 

- CUÙC töôïng tröng cho con chaùu noái doõi toâng ñöôøng 
- TRUÙC töôïng tröng cho Quaân Töû, Anh Huøng, Haøo Kieät 

(thænh thoaûng ngöôøi vieát thaáy trong  phoøng khaùch  cuûa moät soá gia ñình ngöôøi baïn  ôû Hoa Kyø coù treo 
tranh Töù Quyù Mai – Lan – Cuùc – Truùc  baèng sôn maøi hay caån xaø cöø  coù nguoàn goác töø Vieät Nam ñem 
sang) 

4- Hoûa  : Ñeøn – Höông 
5- Thoå   : Lö  Höông, Lö Traàm, Traàu, Cau  bieåu töông cho söï gaén boù  tình  

nghóa keo sôn. 
BAÙNH DAÀY  : Hình troøn bieåu töôïng TRÔØI – CHA ( Thieân Vieân) 
BAÙNH CHÖNG: Hình vuoâng bieåu töôïng  ÑAÁT–MEÏ ( Ñòa phöông)    

Thaønh phaàn Ban Teá Leã Coå Truyeàn:  
Moät Chaùnh teá töôïng tröng cho nhaát phaåm trieàu thaàn maëc aùo roäng ñoû muõ ñoû mang hia ñoû, hai 

hoaëc nhieàu phoù teá töôïng tröng chöùc quan nhò phaåm hoaëc quan caän thaàn maêc aùo roäng xanh muõ xanh 
mang hia xanh, hai ngöôøi ñaêng töôïng tröng cho quan vaên voõ tam phaåm trieàu ñình maëc aùo roäng xanh 
ñoäi muõ xanh, leã sinh khoâng haïn cheá nhöng phaûi ñuû caëp töôïng tröng caùc quan trong trieàu ñình cuõng maëc 
aùo roäng xanh ñoäi muõ xanh vaø moät vò xöôùng teá töôïng tröng cho quaân sö nhaø Vua hay thöôïng thö boä leã 
maëc aùo ñoû ñoäi muõ ñoû. Taát ca ûthaønh vieân  trong ban teá ñeàu phaûi theo caùc hieäu leänh cuaû xöôùng teá  maø 
thöïc thi caùc ñoäng taùc nhö:  
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Baøi ban (söûa soaïn muõ aùo chænh teà), Ban teà (Vaøo vò trí baét ñaàu teá leã), Khôûi chinh coå (ñaùnh 
chieâng troáng), Nhaïc sinh cöû nhaïc (Ban nhaïc taáu nhaïc teá), Cuû soaùt teá vaät (Kieåm soaùt leã vaät), Chaùnh teá 
vieân, döï teá vieân tònh ngheä quaùn taåy sôû (Chaùnh teá vaø phoù teá röûa tay truôùc khi haønh leã), Phoù teá vieân töïu 
vò (Phoù teá vaøo vò trí), Chaùnh teá vieân töïu vò (Chaùnh teá vaøo vò trí) Ngheä ñoïc Chuùc Vò (Phaàn ñoïc vaên teá)  
Ngheä höông aùng tieàn (ñeán phaàn daâng höông tröôùc baøn thôø)    Thöôïng höông (Daâng höông), Phuû phuïc 
(quyø xuoáng laïy), Höng (ñöùng daäy), Bình thaân phuïc vò (Veà vò trí haønh leã), Baùi (vaùi, laïy), Haønh sô hieán 
leã (daâng leã vaät nhö röôïu), Chöôùc töuû (Roùt röôïu), Hieán töuû (Daâng röôïu), Tieãn töôùc (xong nhieäm vuï) 
AÅm phöôùc (uoáng röôïu loäc) Hoùa Chuùc (ñoát tôø chuùc) …, Leã taát (Keát thuùc buoåi leã).  

Sau khi Teá Leã xong  ngöôøi xöôùng teá môøi taát caû quyù vò cao nieân, nhaân só vaø ñoàng baøo leân baùi leã 
tröôùc baøn thôø Teá Leã.  

Vaäy Leã Teá Ñöùc Quoác Toå Huøng Vöông vaø caùc vò Ñaïi Anh Huøng Daân toäc vôùi muïc ñích ñeå töôûng 
nhôù coâng ôn laäp quoác, giöõ nöôùc, sinh toàn toân toäc. Noùi chung Cuùng - Teá  laø moät phong tuïc moät truyeàn 
thoáng toát ñeïp cuaû daân toäc Vieät, vaäy moi ngöôøi Vieät trong chuùng ta nhaéc nhôû nhau duy trì, giöõ gìn, phaùt 
huy qua phöông tieän truyeàn thoâng, truyeàn hình, baùo chí, enternet vaø toå chöùc  thöïc hieän ngaøy cuùng hoaëc 
teá leã haøng naêm,  ngoaøi ra coøn giaûi thích, höôùng daãn giôùi treû keá thöøa cuøng goùp phaàn vì ñoù laø traùch 
nhieäm vaø boån phaän laøm ngöôøi con daân goác Vieät – Laïc Hoàng. 

 
 
 
Cuø Hoøa Phong  
Houston, thaùng hai naêm Kyû Söûu  2009 (4888 Vieät Lòch) 
 
 
 

Custom & Habitude 
 

WORSHIP & SAY THE PRAYERS TO  MEMORIZE OUR ANCESTORS 
 
Cu Hoa Phong 
 
Forewords:   
- Since many continous years, the Vietnamese Communities in abroad and in World wide in 

geùneùral paying, and particularly in Houston City have to organize the Ceùleùbration I.A.W. our 
traditional customs for the 4 big ceùreùmonies: Huøng Vöông Ancester memorial day - Traàn Höng Ñaïo 
birthday Ceùreùmopny – Two Tröng sister’s memorial day and specially is the souvenir day of the 
Historical Victory of Ñoáng Ña Battle of the lunar calendar  January 5th  1789 (the year of the rooster) 
and the day to worship and say the prayers towards Quang Trung King , or, íts also called the Ñoáng Ña 
Teát Holiday – In occasion that it will be very close to the meùmorial day of Two Tröng sisters, and, the 
memorial day of  Nation – wide Huøng Vöông Ancestor, and, even also, due to the needs which are more 
and more abundant from the youth class, so, we beg to write the concept issues thru the scope of 
worship and saying the prayers to these traditional ceùreùmonies according  the Vietnamese custom & 
habitude, traditionally,  that our ancestors had retained them, and, also had organized for thousand of 
years ago, on our fathers and  ance stors land. That’s one custom, and, one good tradition, needed, to be 
retained for good. 

- We Vietnamese people had to escape our birth place to seek  for  freedom in countries, we 
could, now though living thousands of miles away, the land of our ancestors remains in our everyday 
thought and the desire to help its people always urges us into action. 
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Before we deliberate about the commemoration ritual, let’s briefly review the history about 
King Hung, the King, who founded a kingdom more than 4888 years KY SUU. that developed into the 
present day Vietnam and its people. 

Let’s first take a moment to reflect upon our root on this King Hung Commemoration Day, a 
traditional ceremony that our Vietnamese people have observed for thousants of years on the 10th of 
March in every Lunar calendar year. 

The perpetuation attribute of the Vietnamese people according to myths: 
a- Myths about the Han people: This myth was based on three Kings  Toai Nhan, Than Nong & 

Phuc Hy. 
b- Myths about the Vietnamese people: 
The very first kingdom that developed into today’s VietNam was known as Van Lang. The 

kingdom was reigned by 18 successive Kings Hung, members of the Hong Bangs (Hong bang family). 
As mythical stories told, the first King Hung that established the Hong Bangs was King Duong Loc Tuc, 
son of King De Minh  of Xich Quy kingdom (approximately 2879 B.C.) who  was a great grandson of 
King Than Nong , King Duong Loc Tuc married Long Nu (lady Dragon) daughter  of Dong Dinh Quan. 
The couple gave birth to Sung Lam who later became King Lac Long Quan. King Lac Long Quan 
married Lady Au Co, then gave birth to 100 children, Lac Long Quan said to Au Co: 

 “I descended from the Dragon, you the Fairy, so, our life together would not last. Now, 
we have 100 children together, let you take 50 children to highland, and, let me take 50 to the South Sea 
delta.” 

King Duong Loc Tuc then astablished a kingdom named Van Lang and made the eldest son 
King of  the nation. The King took on the name King Hung and  became the Founding Father of present 
day Viet Nam. The Hong Bangs had 18 successors governing the nation, in the capital Phong Chau, 
which is today Bach Hat ward, Vinh Yen province, northern Viet Nam. The many ethnic groups that 
formed today Vietnamese people are believed to have  originated from this area. To govern the nation, 
King Hung sets up a formation of 15 regions and established administrative rules that lasted for a long 
time. 

Without written language, the history of the founding era was passed on by word of mouth and 
in the form of folk stories or mystic tales> Consequently, our history does not have as many stories 
about the Hong Bangs and King Hung dynasty as the comparable length of the dynasty. During a long 
period of 2622 years (from 2879 B.C. to 257 B.C.) we learned from those legendary tales such as God 
of Phu Dong. Tale of Betel and Areca-nut (Trau Cau), King of the Mountain and King of the Ocean, 
An Tiem and the warter Melon Myth, the Earth and Heaven Rice Cakes, the Love Story of Truong Chi  
& My Nuong, etc. 

The Hung Vuong dynasty at the 18th succession in 257 B.C. was ended by Thuc Phan, Thuc 
Phan installed himself in the throne as King An Duong  and renamed the kingdom to Au Lac, an 
abbreùviation of Au Co & Lac Long Quan, alluding to a notion that became the Vietnamese adage  
“consider the planter when you eat the fruits and reflect upon the source when you drink the water”. To 
further, that notion. King An Duong, then, constructed a temple dedicated to the commemoration of 
Kings Hung. Then, on the 10th of March every lunar calendar year, King An Duong himself and all the 
people came to the temple to commeùmorate the nation’s Founding Father. The date became the most 
important holiday of the nation in which thousands of people flocked to the temple as their annual 
pilgrimage. In some years, this commemoration even turned into an event that lasted ten days to half a 
month. The remnant of the temple is existing at Ngu Ling mountain in Co Tich region, Hi Cuong 
village, ward of Son Vi, district of Lam Thao, Phu Tho province, Northern Viet Nam. 

 
 
I- RESPECT & WORSHIP 

Phong tuïc taäp quaùn Vieät & Anh -  Cuø Hoøa Phong  2/2005 – Aát Daäu (4884  Vieät Lòch) 6



“ The Birds have their nests, and, the ones have their families trees roots.”  
 
Each of us should be born by our parents, and, we must have the family for our own, and, each 

family also has its family tree roots. ( including the grand parent on mother/father side, the parents, the 
siblings, uncles/aunts, family relatives etc…), and, also , any other family  roots tree should have the 
ancestors (family tree source ancestors) who has opened and expeùdited our family source. Even, also, 
every country (nation) has its family source ancestors who had hardly created out  their countries and 
to retain them alike our Vieät Nam country which was  Kinh Duong Vuong  Loc Tuc (see the historical 
document of the Hung Vuong ancestor’s meùmorial  day). The ancestors are the people, who, had 
hardly opened, and, expeùdited the country, had originated our family tree source/roots, and, also, it still 
remains till today. 

In modern time, mostly, the youth class of Vietnamese origin, who are living in all foreign 
countries - Europe, and America, had forgotten the issues of worshipping and respecting our ancestors, 
to meùmorize the prayers saying ceùreùmonies, but, they only pay attention on their pleasures, enjoyment, 
or, may be, only, they just remember their birthdays’, anniversaries for their own! Speùcifically, the 
birthday, or, the death days of their parents, who were the ones, who, gave them their births, who had 
suffered the heavy load, and, painfully expected the infants out for 9 months and 10 days in pregnancy! 
and, who, had raised them up, and, eùducated them till their grown up ages. So, they still forget those, 
thus, they cannot remember, who, were their ancestors? and grand parents?! for respecting and 
worshipping for good? by lighting the smoky incenses? There are also the people, by the time, their 
parents who are still alive, and they are in old ages, they cannot work any longer – these people scare 
that their old parents are stressing them while living together with them in the same house, so, they 
send them to the nursing homes, for facilitating them in the organizing of dance parties, or,  in holidays, 
they can go on vacation to relax comfortably for  their good own interests! But, the parents, if, they are 
staying within their homes, they, unexpectedly, have to serve them! or there is also a few number of 
them, who try to become intellectual people, and at anywhere they go/come, they try to teach the life 
towards the others, but, they consider the issues of worshipping, and, saying the prayers towards their  
ancestors/ heùroes (The birds have their nests, and the ones have their family source ancestors) which 
are the duties of  “Drinking water, remember its source” as obsolete issues! They oftenly expressed: It 
should be celebrated the dances parties for pleasure enjoying, so, by that case, the youth class could be 
concentrated!  to gather everybody together! (This speech is reserved to the youngsters, to answer) 
etc…  

For final thinking, we are very lucky, to be born, by our parents, on this earth, and, on one 
land/country which honors the human courtesy, and human sentiments, although, that Viet Nam was a 
war – torn: (civil – war) country, and also was an  aggressioned country continuously for many years, 
but it, still keeps intact, and still retains its custom and habitude ! in a traditional manner: 

“ The Dad’s merits works are alike the high mountain. The Mom’s sympathy and sentiments 
are alike the water flowing out from its source.” 

“ To respect dad, and to worship mom in one unique heart. To fulfill the filial words should be 
the good children’s respects.” 

The Ancestors altar, and the family worship house. 
The family worship house: Each family source, and each family ancestors roots should also 

have the family worship house. 
Oftenly, during the time of meùmorial for day prayers saying ceùreùmony, or to meet together 

within the family.. in case, we take a look at them, we can figure out, that their family relatives are rich 
or not? Crowded of children ? grand children or less,  because, if their family are rich, so, they could 
ceùleù brate the  ceùreùmonies in large scale, and their kids and grand – kids are gathering together 
abundantly, so their family tree source are full of favors! But, in the contrary!... 
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The family worshipping house , oftenly, the house of the family senior relative must be 
considered to be large, and good looking, because, at that place, which, is the spot which oftenly 
gathers, all the family relatives, together, such as, in the meùmorial, worshipping days, to expeùdit the 
family roots history manual, to take care of the graves of the family ancestors, to say the prayers 
towards all of them… The family senior relative could enjoy the rice paddies land, fruit tree and 
gardens, and also the wealth  properties, left over from the preùdecessors, and, if, in case, there exists 
the incoming revenues, so these financial profits must be contributed into the funds to worship, and to 
respect ? to say the prayers to wards their ancestors, within the family roots original ones. 

The ancestors’ Altar: 
The ancestors’ Altar in geùneùral, should be designed, and established in to (3) three particular 

Altars, as follows:**** 
The middle Altar: must be more higher and more bigger, be sides the two others, designed in 

two or three stories. The most higher story, must worship the highest ancestors – who are the ones, who 
creùated out the family root / Tree source, such as,  The Tran or the Le source or the Nguyen origin… 
the 2nd story of the altar in reserved to worship the leader, who had expeùdited  and opened the above 
said family origin / roots source, located, on theinhabited land complex, and, on the low story, it should 
be reserved to put the thind, or, the fifth sets (The third set composes of the dead persons list laid  in 
borth sides are two big candles (The fifth set comoses  in the midldle which is the big  Brass worship 
deùcarative instrument or tin worship deùcarative with the lid mounted by anunicorn. The unicorn is the 
symbol of the King and it’s also the signal of the good luck and peaceful safety, therefore, 

Whenever, there is the party, the people like to have oftenly the dragon dance / On both sides 
there are two dishes of fruits and flowers, and, at the outer edges, exist 2 candles, and, in addition, 
there are also glue rice stuff and, sweeties, on duck / chicken which have been cooked as foods... 

The Alters on broth sides, are similar to the middle altar, but, more smaller, and, they have 
only one story and, with similas design. The left sided  Altar is reserved to worship the family relatives, 
on father side, and, the right sided altar is reserved to worship the mother sided family relatives… 

To worship, and, pay respects, and establish the family tree story manual (on family tree or 
family relation  geùneùration… 

To worship and pay respects to the ancestors, is not a religion, instead of a tradition, one 
custom and habitude, it’s one reùalistic duty of the current people, to respect, and, to recall the favor 
towards their preùdeùcessors in 100% reùal, who had hardly Creùated out the family tree source or the 
population rase, in order to protect and survive till today, but, the religion is to believe in one super 
natural lord that the normal  eyes  can not see. 

In the old days, there was the family root source of the creùator leater, who, was the person who 
exploited and excavated the land, for setting up the hamlets at all the abandoned wild places for living 
and staying there for a long period of time, that, the children and grand children had been born, and, 
grew up within the entire village,  precinct, and, the family tree complex, there fore, among them, they 
established out the village cell, or, the temble cell to creùate out one temple that they used their name 
to nominate the temple , etc… and, in the temple, it’s   designed likewise within the family,but, there 
are additionally 2 poled umbrellas, with worship poems hanging on walls, with deùcorative curtains,or, 
with King’s procla mative order.. 

There were the family roots source creùator leaders, who, during their living time,were 
mandarins and had received the donated properties land by the king, for the whole area to occupy (to 
be land lords) and their children tried to excavate and cultivate their land, and, at the time they 
deùceased – the whole family roots source members had settled up  the Temple, to worship them or to 
be nominated as the spiritual lands by the decre – law of the King. In each year at the third period of 
tax collection time the entire village, and, the family roots source members come there to kill the live 
stocks for worhipping and paying respects towards them solemly in smoky incenses burning 
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ceùreùmonies for welcoming and inviting the guests and neighboured poeple to eat and drink for two to 
three days lasting time, and, sometimes they hired the drama teams to come to show for a period of 
two to three nights time, or to hire the people to make the fire works stick of 5 to 10 meters high 
(approx. in 20 to 40 feet high) for lighting it up. The fire crackers are blasting for the entire hour time to 
kight up brightening the whole yard of the temple “It’s glorious factor for the inhabitants, and,also, the 
honor for the family roots source relatives Besides the worshipping and paying respects towards them, 
each family root sourcealso has its own family story manual, or, its own family original story 
relationship records. The family root source Manual aims to note back the history at the time of life of 
each person male, first is the male, who, writes the death eùvents, especially for feùmale, It’s noted only, 
the one life activities of that ferson and her spouse, not including her kids / grandkids because “The 
family writes nothing at all for eùvents” and the  family roots source manual should be kept from this 
life geùneùration to the other life geùneùration time, and, also for the present time and even also for ever, 
later. The history of each person within the  family roots source  members should be noted in details, 
not dropping off any one to be called “Family roots source Manual” In each year, on the day of 
worshipping of the family roots source, the senior family roots source member whoever wants, to open 
the manual for up dating the records or any other individual, whoever, wants to seek to know for what 
life time period? So, this person must lighten up the incenses sticks, to say the prayers firstly, then 
later, the family roots source member senior leader can open the manual, and, there are the members 
within the family to read it out and to amend it for good – oftenly, any person, whoever has the good 
characters written hand must be in charge, or any one, whoever, deserves has the honor, to be 
designated by the family roots source members to take care of the hand writing, by the reason that all 
the written digits must be retained for ever, instead of selecting the no-good-at all person to be in 
charge of the writing works for the family roots source records Manual -?! 

So, each one, among us, must have our ancestors, our grand parents on mother / father side, 
and our siblings. 

“The tree has the bottom will blossom into green branches 
-The water has its source should have large sea, and deep river 
-From what source / origin coming from, are the ones? 
-There are Father, Mother first, then later, we exist - !! 
So,as we are the human beings, we must always  worship and pay respects towards our 

Arcestors, parents – and in everyday, we must light up one incense stick, and save a few minutes to meù 
morize, if, in case, our ancestors were passed away, and, also, we must serve them with our heart in 
each  day to prove our filial Meùrits towards our ancestors  / parents, if, they are stick alive, and, always 
we have to remind our children to always retain our family ways of living. 

 
II- TO CEÙLEÙBRATE THE TRADITIONAL CEÙREÙMONY 
Most of us, we do understand, few, or, much, about the worshipping ceùreùmony, however, the 

youngster kids, who, live far away from our Vietnam country… they don’t know yet, why we must 
worship and pay respects to wards our ancestors / parents ?? mostly to worship the Hung Vuong 
ancestors creùator leader in nation wide scale, and, all other popular great heùroes, to worship the Quang 
Trung  great Empeùror – The two Trung sisters … That’s the responsibility and the reùalization of  
worshipping the ancestors of each individual  within our Vietnamese Community, living  in abroad. 

We beg to summarize the history within the crowning Ceùreùmony day of King Le Loi, the 
mandarin Nguyen Trai had said: The animals are from the God source. The human beings are from the 
family roots source Creùator leader” or in the Vietnamese custom words, there are the phrases. “The 
birds have the nests, and, the people have the family roots source. The trees have the original roots, 
and such as: Hung dao the great King, Quang Trung the great  Emperor, and, the  Tröng sisters… the 
water has its source” Thus, We, as the children and grand children, eventhough, we live in any where, 
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at any place ? country , we also, must pay respects towards our ancestors, and, we memorize them too! 
By the action of worshipping to pay respects towards them, and, ceùleùlerate the traditional ceùreùmony in 
order to express our sentiments, to congratulate their meùrits works, their behaviour, to show off our 
heart of filial factors, and, also, to ask for their beùneùdiction / favors to be offered to the present living 
kids / grand kids from the prede cessors ancestors, so far. 

There are many forms in the traditional meùmorial way to ceùreùbrate the ceùreùmony to worship 
and pay respects to wards goods, and, land, for requesting prospeùrous country and, strong population. 

To go out on opeùration, on battle field, the geùneùral, and, troops, worship the national flag (by 
organizing the flag ceùreùmony, wishing to gain a victory gloriously! 

The temple, and, the pagoda worship the super natural lords to request for good rain and cool 
wind, with green, and, good fresh season crop, and, the people living in peaceful safety status. 

The kingdom Mandarin lords worship the Nation country land, Tran Hung Dao, Quang Trung, 
the two Trung sisters, and, all other super natural lords, and reùroes… to express their hearts of 
meùmorial respectful trans actions, the couple: (wife / husband) worship Mr & Mrs middle persons to 
weave the silk / textile / grace for long lasting happiness requesting, so far. 

All the offerings materials / stuffs, to be served in the ceùreùmony of worshipping I.A.W. 
traditional custom include as follows: 

- Three sacrificel animals: water  buffalo, pig, goat 
- Three  Goodises  : (Flowers - Wine – Tea) 
- Five Symbols   : (Meùtal – Wood – Water(fluid) – Fire– Earth) 

          1- Meùtal : one spiritual sword (the sword reùpreùsents the nation opening / esta blishing issues) 
          2- Water (fluid): 1 small cup of  salt water which repreùsents the  large   
 scale love spreading out alike the big sea.) 
 3- Wood: The lucky flower ( called Mai, which repreùsents a male: (boy)   
- Orchid which repreùsents a female (girl)  
- Marguarita which repreùsents the kids / grand kids who will succeed to extend long lasting the family 
roots source existence. 
- The bamboo, which, repreùsents the high supeùrior minded persons, the Heroes, and, the rich geùneùrous 
persons (sometimes, the writer had to see at the sitting rooms of a number of families of friends, living 
in U.S.A. which had hung a picture of four preùcious signs: Mai (lucky flower) – Lan (orchid) – Cuc 
(Marguarita) – Truc ( bamboo) made by lacqner ware or mother pearl, brought into here: (USA) from 
Vietnam. 
         4- Fire: lamps / lights + incenses. 
        5- Earth: The incense worhip bowl – sandal – wood whorship bowl Betels & nuts, which repreùsent 
the glue – connection of human sentiments + sympathy. 
- The thick floor – riced cakes : in form of round shape, which repreùsents God / the Father (in open air) 
- The square glue riced cakes which is square shape repreùsenting the earth / the Mother (local) the 
participants ? members of traditional ceùreùmony staff compose of: 

- One principal worship person repreùsenting the 1st  grade, Kingdom lord, who, wears the red – 
colored large clothes, hat, and boots. 
- Two or many assistants worship person repreùsenting the 2nd grade Kingdom lords or colored large 
clothes, hat, and boots. Two on both sided persons, repreùsenting the liteùral and martial – arts Kingdom 
lords wearing large blue – colored clothes, and hats. It should be in pairs / couples for repreùsenting all 
the Kingdom lords, and, also wearing large blue – colored clothers, with hats – and – one speaker: 
(MC) person, repreùsenting the King’s Advisor, or, the high – leveled Ceùreùmony Manager lord, wearing 
red colored clothes and hat. All the members of the worship Ceùreùmony team / staff must flow the 
speech order  of the speaker in order  to manage the action of  events such as: 
- Baøi ban - Preparation section (to set up hats and clothes in good + neat shape) 
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- Ban Teà - Speaking section (to get in position at the time of  starting the worship ceùreùmony).- Khôûi 
chinh coå -  Drums and cimballs beating.- Nhaïc sinh cöû nhaïc -The musicians / players – The musicians 
will play the music (The ceùreùmony musicians section)  - Cuû soaùt teá vaät  (To control the ceùreùmony 
worship offered mateùrials)  - Chaùnh teá vieân, döï teá vieân tònh ngheä quaùn taåy sôû  (The principal 
ceùreùmony manager man and his assistant must wash their hands prior to starting the ceùreùmony)  - Phoù 
teá vieân töïu vò  (The ceùreùmony Assistant get in his position) – Chaùnh teá vieân töïu vò  (The ceùreùmony 
principal manager man gets in his postion) – Ngheä ñoïc chuùc vò  (The reading part of the ceùreùmony 
speech)  - Ngheä höông aùng tieàn  (Till the part of the incense burning submitting in front of  the Altar ) – 
Thöôïng höông  (Incense burning submission)  - Phuû phuïc -(Kneeling down to worship) - Höng  
(Standing) – Bình thaân phuïc vò  (Come back to their positions for ceùleùbrating the ceùreùmony) – Baùi  (To 
kneel down wards for worshipping)  - Haønh sô hieán leã  (To offer worshipping mateùrials such as wine)   
- Chöôùc töûu  (Pouring out the wine)  - Hieán töûu  (To offer wine in submitting up) – Tieãn töôùc  
(complete their duties) – Aåm phöôùc  (to drink lucky wine)  - Hoùa chuùc  (to burn the speech wishing 
papers) – Leã taát   (end up the ceùreùmony). 

 When after the ending of the worshipping ceùreùmony, the speaker (M.C.) will invite all the 
seùnior citizens and honorables with the reùsidents to come up to the Altar. 

So, the worshipping ceùreùmony towards Hung Vuong National Ancester Creùator and to all other 
great people Heùroes with the purpose  to meùmorize the meùrits  works of setting up the country to keep 
the nation, and, the surviving trans actions – so far . In geùneùral saying. The worshipping transaction is a 
custom traditionally which is good from the Vietnam people, so, every Vietnamese among us, must 
remind and retain together to maintain, and to improve throughout the radio broadcasting, means and 
teùleùvision channels, press, internet, and  also to organize the worshipping day, or, to ceùleùlerate the 
worshipping ceùreùmony yearly, and, in addition, we also must explain, guide the youngster / successors 
to contribute in with their own parts, because, that’s the responsibility & duties to be a Vietnamese 
citizen of Lac – Hong/ Viet Race. 
 
Cu Hoa Phong 
Houston Feb. 2009 Ky Suu lunar Calender the year of the Rooster  
(VN calendar 4888)  
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